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Philadelphio, January 19, 1829.
SIR,

We have the honor to transmit to you, a commus-
nication addressed to us by the agent of the Auburn
prison, in the state of New-York, on the subject of
the system pursued in that institution.

As the letter of Judge Powers contdins, besides a
successful vindication of the police of the Auburn
prison, some valuable suggestions on the subject of
penitentiary punishments generally, we have sup-
posed that it would be an acceptable addition to the
stock of information already in possession of the
legislature.

We are, very respectfully,
Your obedient servants,

EDWARD KING,

T. J. WHARTON.
To the Hon. Speaker of the House

of Representatives, Harrisburgh.

ﬂ"ﬂ-lr"

COMMUNICATION, &c.

Messrs. King, WHARTON and SHALER, commis-
sioners for revising the criminal laws of Pennsylva-
nia, and framing a code of prison discipline.

GENTLEMEN, |

I have received and read with attention and inte-
rest a published letter, of the honorable Edward
Livingston to Mr. Roberts Vaux, in favor of what 1s
called the Pennsylvania system of discipline, and
against that pursued in the Auburn Prison.

' The most radical errors of opinion have been pro-
mulgated, not only in relation to the character, but
also as it regards the origin, of the Auburn system
of prison discipline. The former, as well from per-
sonal examiunation, as otherwise, you, gentlemen, un-
derstand and appreciate ; but if in common with many
others, you have adopted erroneous views of the
latter, you and they will no doubt be gratified with
such a statement of facts as will exhibit fruth 1n its
true light. The letter of Mr. Livingston is undoubt-
edly intended and expected to act powerfully upon
public opinion. This remark is justified by his ta-
lents and weight of character; and as they are
brought to bear, with all their force, against this 1n-
stitution, which you and I believe to be founded up-
on his own benevolent principles, 1feel called upon
by an imperious sense of duty, to support the views
you have exhibited in your able reports, in favour of
the general principles of our system; and, if possi-
ble, in some degree to counteract the alarming con-
sequences which may eventually result from Mr.
Livingston’s publication. In attempting this, I shall
endeavor to escape the influence of that exclusive
spirit of sectarian controversy, for which he rebukes

i
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the advocates of our system, and hope he and I may
both profit by the admonition.

It 1s exceedingly to be regretted that Mr. Living-
ston and other gentlemen, distinguished alike for
thelr talents and philanthropy, should so misunder-
stand, and of course honestly misrepresent, the prin-
ciples which govern the Auburn prison.

The reason of this misfortune is in some degree
susceptible of explanation ; but the evils that have
already been produced, and may hereafter result
from it, may not be so easily remedied. 1If facts are
so difficult to be discovered, that history is often re-
~garded as founded more upon fable than truth, it may
appear less strange that wrong notions and views
should prevail at a distance, in regard to a local in-
stitution, and more especially such a one as cannot
be thoroughly understood without personal and strict
examination. “

But how is the fact to be accounted for, that some,
who have had a connexion with this prison, have to-
tally misconceived its principles and policy, and
have contributed liberally, and indeed mainly, to the
promulgation of false opinions and impressions
abroad? It is difficult, and perhaps impossible, to
give the public a satisfactory answer to this question.
The attempt will, however, be made.

Mr. Livingston and others assume the position,
that reformation does not enter into our policy, and
that our system is not calculated to produce that de-
sirable result.

In support of this position, he represents Capt.
Lynds, a former agent and keeper of this prison, as
the founder of our system, and says, “he did not

expect reformation. In a letter with which he fa--

vored me sometime ago, on the subject, he consider-
ed 1t as hopeless.”

Others have not only quoted like opinions from the
same individual, but also from Messrs. Tibbits, Hop-
kins and Allen, who made an elaborate report to the
legislature in 1825, concerning thisand the New-Y ork

)
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prison, and who are the commissioners for building
the new prison at Sing-Sing. Inthat report they say,
““ we have fully expressed our opinion, that the state
cannot, and ought not, to undertake, at the public
expense, the moral reformation of that particular
class of men, who are convicted of crimes. But we
cordially admit that such reformation is most desira-
ble, while from experience we know that it 1s most
unlikely.” “ '
These commissioners are all gentlemen of high
character for integrify and talents, and of elevated
standing in society. It is believed, however, that a
majority of them had never turned their attention
very particularly to this subject, until they were ap-
pointed to make the above mentioned report. -
They first made a laborious examination of the
state prison in New-Y ork, where, according to their
report, every thing sickened and disgusted them.
On arriving here, the striking contrast of this prison
excited their admiration. They found Capt. Lynds
its executive officer, who was not slow in impressing

them with a belief that all which they admired was

of his own achieving, and who, they readily conclud-
ed, was a very practical man. As the commission-
ers held, at that time, an intimate and confiding inter-
course with Capt! Lynds, it is easy to perceive how
liable they were to derive impressions from him, in
relation to subjects about which they did not claim
for themselves much practical experience. This
very natural inference is confirmed by the fact, that
those gentlemen have surrendered to Capt. Lynds
almost the entire control and direction of the Sing-
Sing prison, and have adopted his high toned notions
of prison government, especially that which would

place almost exclusive and unchecked power 1 the

hands of the executive officer.

It may be said, that although the commissioners
might have borrowed their notions and views from
Capt. Lynds, yet how can se be mistaken who, ac-
cording to Mr. Livingston, was the founder of the
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Auburn system, and first introduced seclusion by
night ?

A solution of this question requires me to exhi-
bit, at some length, the history of this prison.

In 1816, the building of the prison was com-
menced, and in about three years the south wing,
containing the large rooms, was completed.

The public becoming alarmed at the failure of
the penitentiary system, which was attributed much
to the congregation and intercourse of convicts In
their large night rooms, in April, 1819, the legisla-
ture authorised a change in the original plan of build-
ing, so as to render the north wing of this prison,
then to be built, “ more suitable for confining each
prisoner in a separate cell.” Uhder this law, Capt.
Brittin, who had thus far been the agent and master
builder of the prison, in 1820 constructed a part of
the north wing, containing between one and {wo
hundred cells, of the same general plan and dimen-
sions as those which were afterwards built, and are
now occupied. Those cells, however, were chiefly
destroyed by a fire, set by convicts, before quite fit-
ted for their confinement. ,&

I know not who was justly entitled to the distin-
guishing credit of having first discovered the invalu-
able principle upon which our north wing of cellsis
copstructed. Captain Brittin claimed it in his hte
time, and his friends for him, after his death. An-
other master builder, then of the city of New-York,
but now of Montreal, also made the same claim,
which was said to have been favored by the opinion
of Governor Clinton.

Captain Brittin, however, was the first who appli-
ed the principle practically, and constructed the first
block of cells upon the present general plan.

In the winter of 1821, a new board of mspectors
was appointed, consisting of four gentlemen of this
village, and myself. |

In organizing the establishment, we appointed

Capt. Lyndsagent, andJJohn D. Cray deputy keeper.

7

Captain Lynds had been in the army, but was then
an enterprising mechanic, carrying on the hatting
business in this village. .Mr. Cray, a man as re-
markable for his talents and attainments, as for his
vigilance, firmness and courage, had been unfortu-
nate in losing his property, and therefore gladly ac-
cepted the appointment. _,

It may be observed that at the New-York prison,
there was an agent to manage its fiscal concerns, and
another officer, a keeper, to manage its police and
discipline, which offices, at the Auburn prison, are
united in one person. But at the commencement
of our operations, it was supposed best, by all of us,
to make a similar division of duty at this prison, in

fact,between Captain Lynds and Mr. Cray, as exist-

ed by law between the agent and keeper of the New-
York prison; to place the former at the head of the
financial concerns, and the latter at the head of the
discipline and police.

It was considered that making purchases, con-
tracts, and conducting the building affairs, would af-

ford ample employment for the activity and prompti-

tude of Captain Lynds, and that the police and dis-
cipline of the prison, which was then in an extreme-
ly bad condition, would require the full exercise of
Mr. Cray’s peculiar tact and talents.

In this perfectly distinct manner did those officers
for a long time discharge their respective duties, in
their several departments, during which, for the én-
couragement of Mr. Cray, in his arduous and unre-
mitting exertions, day and night, and exposed as he
was at that time to much personal hazard, Captain
Lynds generously told him that whatever credit might
arise from the reformed and correct discipline of
the prison, should belong exclusively to Mr. Cray,
and that his own time being so exclusively occupied
in the financial and building operations, he should
look to the successful management of these for his
reputation.
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We considered it our duty constantly to encourage
and enforce this sentiment, which was done to great
public advantage, until at length our discipline at-
tracted a degree of public attention and applause,
which seemed to render it impossible for Captain
Lynds any longer to conform to that generous rule
of action which he had himself prescribed, in award-
ing credit to Mr. Cray. Captain Lynds was the first
officer,—and the credit of a victorious battle belongs
to the chief, however meritorious the second 1n com-
mand.

Jealousies and heartburnings ensued between
those officers, and Mr. Cray, in spite of our efforts to
satisfy and retain him, in a little short of two years
from his appointment, resigned his office, with feel-
ings of unkindness and mortification.

We then appointed another respectable deputy
keeper to fill his place, who was on good terms with
Captain Lynds, and resided in his family while exe-
cuting the duties of his office. The same strict di-
vision of duty did not now exist as before. Although
the attention of Captain Lynds continued to be more
particularly occupied by the building operations, yet
he occasionally endeavored to assist the new deputy
keeper in maintaining that system of discipline,
which had thus far been matured by Mr. Cray.

The efforts of the board of inspectors to reconcile
Captain Lynds and Mr. Cray to each other, under
the conviction that in their respective departments

they were both valuable officers, occasioned some °

difficulty between the board and Captain Lynds.
This was somewhat increased, too, by the inspectors
recommending to the legislature that the offices of
agent and keeper, should be divided, as they always
had been at the New-York prison. .
Previous to the resignation of Mr. Cray, reliance
was entirely placed upon him as keeper of the prison,
and with him, on that subject, the inspectors kept up
a free and constant interchange of sentiments and
views. From the system of discipline that became

O

thus gradually established in practice, Mr. Cray him-
sell drew up and systematised, with great ability,
the code of regulations which was reported to the
legislature by the inspectors in 1823, and concern-
ing which Messrs. Tibbits, Hopkins and Allen, in
their report above mentioned, say, ¢ The rules under
which the Auburn prison is governed are very long
and minute, and appear on the journals of the As-
sembly of 1823, page 48. They detail all the du-
ties of officers with great particularity, and we ap-
prove them as very proper.”

Probably the commissioners supposed, as might
be inferred from the tenor of their report, that Cap-
tain Lynds framed this code ; when, in truth, he had
as little as themselves to do with it, or in creating
that system of practice from which the code was
framed.. I believe I have now in my possession all
the suggestions which Captain Lynds ever made in
writing relating to this prison, till long after this pe-
riod. They are few, and refer entirely to other mat-
ters than its police and discipline. “

It is proper for me to state, that the material parts
of this code, drawn up by Mr. Cray, are embraced
in my report to the legislature of January 7th, 1828,
one thousand copies of which were directed, by a
Joint resolution of both houses, to be published in a
pamphlet form for public distribution. The details
of another valuable report, required by a statute to
be made to the judges of the supreme court, con-
cerning the class of conviets in solitary confinement,
were also furnished to the inspectors exclusively by
Mr. Cray. , :

The bare -suggestion that Captain Lynds, up to
this period, had any thing essential to do with the
discipline and police of the prison, would not only
have been thought absurd and ridiculous by others,
but would have been promptly and generously re-
pelled by the Captain himself.  All his claims as the
the originator and founder of the “Auburn system,”
were an after thought, but which have since been

2
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pertindciously and unceasingly préssed upon the con-
sideration of his too credulous friends, and have
been boldly rung in the public ear, by them and him,
upon all possible changes.

As has been observed, after Mr. Cray had resign-
ed and left the couniry, Captain Lynds had some-
thing more to do with the discipline, in aiding the
new deputy keeper in following the general track
marked out for them, and in enforcing the code of
regulations framed by Mr. Cray. Still he never
seemed to enter mto the true spirit of the subject,
nor relish or understand its principles and philoso-
phy. He was fond of exercising and displaying au-
thority, but never appeared to appreciate the prin-
ciple, that physical force should be applied to create
and sustain moral power.

In respect to the general outline of discipline, the
construction of solitary cells, directed by the act of
1819, served to point it out. Associated labour was
required by day, and unless social intercourse be-
tween the convicts, could be prevented while at la-
bor, the principal object of their separate confine-
ment at night would be frustrated. Hence the grand
object, too obvious to be mistaken, was, to uhite
profitable labor with solitude at night, and non-inter-
course through the day.

For some time previous to the resignation of MF.
Cray, till 1824, the ardent and impetuous spirit of
Captdain Lynds seemed to experience no small de-
gree of irritation from that salutary restraint with
which the inspectors deemed 1t necessary, occa-
sionally to control him. In the summer of that year
the commissioners made their investigation, and it
was during the intimacy thus occasioned between
them and Captain Lynds, heretofore spoken of, that
he succeeded in impressing upon their minds a be-
lief that he originated every thing valuable about the
Auburn prison ; that the inspectors were a useless
and troublesome incumbrance ; that they had great-
ly retarded him in perfecting that system which ke
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"had commenced ; that the agent and keeper was the

only responsible person, and ought not only to pos-
sess uncontrolled executive power, but that all sub-
ordinate officers should hold their offices at Ais plea-
sure, and that the reformation of convicts, as he af-
terwards wrote to Mr. Livingston, was hopeless.

The force of these impressions upon the minds of
the commissioners is manifested by the whole tenor
of their report to the legislature of 1825, and by
their accompanying bill. .

But, open-hearted and unsuspecting, the commis-
sioners were deceived, as I have no doubt they will
be ultimately convinced and frankly own.

In one respect, a majority of them at least have
changed their opinions already,—I mean on the sub-
ject of reforming convicts. Mr. Allen has written a
series of letters to Mr. Roscoe of Liverpool, in
which he maintains that the Auburn system is de-
signed to reform convicts, and proves that such have
been its effects to an eminent degree,

¥From recent conversations with Mr. Hopkins, I .
think he is now of that opinion; and Mr. Tibbits
has shown himself friendly to a prison sabbath school
and chaplaincy, which could certainly be for no other
purpose than reformation.

During the latter part of Captain Lynds’ agency,
he was much absent, and for the last year was em-
ployed considerably abroad by the commissioners,
in reference to the subject of their report,

After being connected with this prison about four
years, during which there was an average number of
about 270 convicts, Captain Lynds suceeeded in

. making so favorable an impression upon those com-

missioners, that very early in the year 1825, they em-
ployed him to build'the Sing-Sing prison,*

Our board of inspectors then appointed, in the
place of Captain Lynds, Major Richard "Goodell,
Speaker of the House of Assembly; on whose la-

* See article in the Appendix headed ““New prison at ®ing-Sing,” which ¢on-
t8ina some interesting and important facts.
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mented death, in-January, 1826, the present agent
and fkeeper was appointed, he having some time

previously resigned as one of the board of inspec-
tors. |

From this brief history can be readily discovered
the origin and foundation of divers erroneous opin-
ions in regard to this prison, that have been too suc-
cessfully palmed off upon the public, and which have
been suffered to go on thus far without correction,
chiefly from a desire to avoid controversy.

But when gentlemen like Mr. Livingston and Mr.
Roscoe fall into and promulgate those errors in the

wide circle of their merited influence, the cause of

humanity imperiously demands that truth should be
stripped of the false guises which interest or vanity
has thrown around it.

The more fully to accomplish this object, it shall
now be my humble endeavor to explain, as briefly asI
can, the true and leading principles, practice and poli-
cy, which prevail in the government of this peniten-
tiary, and to show their efficacy, not only from the
reason of the case, but from the practical results that
have followed. | ‘

In the language of Mr. Livingston, “we believe
convicts to be men—bad men, it is true—but bad

from example, from poverty, from vice, from idleness,

from intemperance, from the indulgence of evil pas-
sions—that there are not many, who, by counteract-
ing these causes, cannot be reclaimed, and that you
do more good, and save more expense to the state,
and secure the safety of its citizens in a greater de-
gree, by reforming one of them, than by punishing
and releasing ten others.”

I do not know that this can be better illustrated,
than by a plain and simple narration of the course of
proceeding and practice with our convicts.

When a convict is brought to this prison, he gene-
rally appears serious, and evinces pretty strong ap-
prehensions in regard to his reception and treatment.
After having his manacles removed, and submitting
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in silence to a thorough, and of course pretty severe,

ceremony of ablution, performed by convicts under
the direction of a keeper, he is clad in a clean prison
dress, and brought to the clerk’s office, where the
description of his person, age, &c. 1s taken, and en-
tered by the clerk in the prison register. All this is
done with gravity and decorum.

The keeper, after ascertaining, as nearly as he
can, from the sheriff who brings him, and by conver-
sation with the convict himself, his habits of life,
temper, prevailing passions, and extent of his intelli-
gence, addresses him 1n something like the following
manner.

“You exhibit a sad picture of human degrada-
tion. From ‘bad example, idleness, or the indul-
gence of evil passions,” you have been led to the
commission of crime, by which you have violated
the laws of your country, forfeited your liberty, and
offended your God. 'The consequence is, that in-
stead of now enjoying the Inestimable privileges of
a free American citizen, of social intercourse, and
the endearments of home and friends, you appear
in culprit robes, doomed to the gloomy solitude of a
prison, where the smiles of kindred and friends can
never cheer your dreary abode.

“Weep not for yourself only ; but remember the
sighs of a father, the tears of a mother, the anguish
of a wife and children, suffering and disgraced by
your crimes. -

‘ Cherish no malevolent feelings against society,
or the government, for arresting you in your career
of criminality, but rather be thankful for the mildness
of our laws ; that instead of forfeiting your life on an
ignominious gallows, as would have been the case
under most other governments, you are only restrain-
ed for a time, for the safety of society, and your own
good ; that the most favorable means are afforded
for repentance and reformation, by forming regular,
temperate and industrious habits, learning a useful
trade, yielding obedience to laws, subduing evil
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passions, and by receiving moral and religious in-
struction. If you will but faithfully improve the
opportunities with which you will be thus favored,
your case 1s far from being hopeless; your suffer-
ings during confinement wiil be greatly mitigated ;
you will return to your friends and to society with
correct views and good resolutions, and then friends
and society will receive you again with open arms,
and, like the compassionate father to his prodigal
son, will say of you, ¢ he was dead, and is alive again;
and was lost, and 1s found.’

“It 1s true, that while confined here you can have
no intelligence concerning relatives or friends; but
they will always be informed, on request, of your
behavior, health and situation. They will be even
allowed to visit the prison, and pass into avenues,
from whence unseen by you at your labor, they can
view your dejected visage—to a feeling heart, the ex-
ercise of a trying act of friendship, You are to be
literally buried from the world : but when you again
return to it, the fault will be entirely your own, if you
do not acquire for yourself a new reputation, be-
come a blessing to your friends and to society, and
exemplify the power of deep repentance and tho-
rough reform,” |

An address of this character rarely, if ever, fails
to melt a convict into the deepest tenderness.

He is then instructed in the few plain general rules
for the government of his conduct, relating to obe-
dience, silence and industry, to which he listens with
fixed attention. He is told that the most strict and
humble obedience will be required, which will be no
less his interest than his duty; that we possess, and
readily apply, the most ample means of coercion by
corporeal inflictions, to which, however, it is always
~ painful to resort, but is promptly done, when neces-

sary ; that so long ashe behaves well he will be ex-
posed to as little bodily suffering, as the nature of
the case will allow; and that there are many con-
victs who go through a long term of imprisonment
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without receiving a blow or a harsh word, or even a
frown from a keeper, and which will surely be his
case, if he behaves well. x

If the convict has a trade that 1s pursued in pri-
son, which is rarely the case, he 1s put to that busi-
ness ; otherwise the keeper judging from the apti-
tude, capacity, &c. of the convict, with, usually,
some regard to his wishes, selects such trade for
him to learn, as he deems most suitable. He 1sthen
taken to the shop, and put in the custody of that as-
sistant keeper who superintends the branch of busi-
ness he is to learn; is there further instructed by his
keeper, in the minutz of those shop, table, marching,
and cell rules and regulations, which are required to
be observed ; and then commences his labor and the
course of his apprenticeship.

Assistant keepers are carefully mstructed and 1m-
pressed with those general principles above exhib-
ited, and required to observe them in thewr nter-
course with convicts.

They are men, too, capable of appreciating those
principles. They are men of humanity, probity and
worth, holding a respectable rank in society, and 1n
which many of them have held respectable ofiices.

Holding by the same tenure of office as the agent
and keeper, gives a character and independence to
their offices, which makes them acceptable to suita-
ble persons, and affords the best guaranty against
abuses. There i1s great additional security, also, in
the construction of the shops, the whole concerns of
which are liable at all times to be viewed by specta-
tors and by the keeper and deputy, (from avenues*
recently constructed,) without the knowledge of the
assistant keepers or convicts. From six to eight
thousand people pass through these avenues annu-

ally.

¥ These avenues ave about three feet wide, partitioned off from the back side of
the shops which stand against the wall. There are narrow horizontal apertures in
the partition, through wﬁich spectators can, unperceived, have a full view of those
within. 'These avenues extend around all the shops, about 2,000 feet.
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Hence, also, it is far less difficult than Mr. Living-
ston supposes, to prevent intercourse between the
convicts, while in their shops.

It may as well be mentioned here, that the trades
pursued in this prison are, coopering, shoe-making,
talloring, weaving in considerable varieties, chair-
making, cabinet-making, sleigh and wagon-making,
blacksmithing, stone-cutting, gunsmithing, comb and
bellows-making, making carpenters’ and joiners’
tools, making cotton machinery, making threshing
machines, making iron and wooden hames, and
something in the way of cutlery.

A knowledge of any of this variety of useful trades,
- at once secures to an industrious man, in this coun-
try, a good living for himself and family. Few of
these, in the nature of things, could be taught or car-
ried on in solitary confinement; and none without
requiring the almost constant presence of a keeper
with each convict. L“

‘But to return to the new convict in his shop, where
his first lesson is industry, obedience and silence.
From thence he is marched, in sobriety and order,
to the mess room. Here, the convicts being placed
standing at their tables, amidst a stillness striking as
1t 1s profound, the chaplain makes a solemn invoca-
tion to Almighty God for his blessing. At a given
signal the convicts are seated, and partake of a full
but simple meal, in utter silence, but with apparent
thankfulness of heart. Here gratitude, regularity
and temperance are inculcated. . At another signal,
the convicts rise, and in the same stillness and or-
der, return to their labor, which is continued, unre-
mittingly, till the evening bell calls them to their
solitary repose. They are then marched to their
cells, taking with them, as they pass in, their simple
evening repast.

Here again, where nearly six hundred occupy their
separate dormitories, not merely the stillness of night
pervades their dwelling, but almost the stillness of
the tomb. Under circumstances so awful and im-

-
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pressive, the chaplain, from a situation favorable to
be heard, reads select portions of scripture to them,
and then, in their behalf, pours out his soul to God,
in solemn prayer. Isitpossible for the human mind
to suggest the application of means more favorable
for making good and deep impressions upon the

_heart? _ .

At an early hour, and by a given signal, the con-
victs are required to lie down upon their clean but
homely couches, from which they are not suffered to
rise, (except from necessity,) till the general signal
for rising in the morning, when they again return, as
before, to their labor.

By this alternation of labor and solitude, com-
bmed with non-intercourse, and accompanied by
that moral action, which, in all their movements and
circumstances, is brought to bear powerfully upon
them, their physical and moral health* 1s sustained
and promoted, and their spirits preserved from that
depression or ferocity, which must necessarily result
from uninterrupted solitude and idleness.

But to continue the narration. All 1illiterate con-
victs under forty years of age, who now amount to
about one hundred and thirty, are regularly instruct-
ed on the Sabbath, in reading, writing, or arithmetic,
by more than twenty competent and zealous young
oentlemen, under the strict discipline of two assist-
ant keepers, who are always present. The chap-
lain generally also attends, and sometimes the keeper
and deputy.

These pupils are supplied with school books in
their cells, and all the convicts are furnished with
the scriptures, their general knowledge of which is
truly astonishing. The Sabbath school 1s always
opened and closed by prayer; and the ardor and
success with which the pupils pursue their studies,

* The health of this institution is very remarkable. For several years, the ave-
rage number of deaths has been about one and a half per cent ; and the average
number of convicts confined in the hospital about the same,

3 ‘
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and the seriousness and propriety of their deport-
ment, are as surprising as they are gratifying.*

Divine service is also statedly performed, on the
forenoon of every Sabbath, in presence of all the
convicts, convened in a chapel, who apparently yield
the most devout and serious attention.. Their feel-
ings seem to be tender, and the pathos of the chap-
lain frequently subdues them to weeping.

In the chapel, at the close of divine service, the
agent and keeper also occasionally addresses them,
and inculcates, thus publicly, upon officers and con-
victs, those principles to which allusion has already
been made. ‘The convicts never fail to listen with
deep attention, and apparent feeling, kindness and
thankfulness. |

After the convicts have retired from the chapel to
their cells, the chaplain devotes all the remainder of
the day to giving them, individually, at their cell
doors, moral and religious advice and instruction.
Here the convict can freely unbosom himself, and
express to one friend his temporal and spiritual
wants, his sufferings and his hopes.

When the time arrives for the convict’s discharge,
he has, (unless injudiciously pardoned,) become
master of a useful trade ; if illiterate before, he has
been taught to read, write and cypher; he has ac-
quired established habits of industry and temperance;
he has obtained an intimate acquaintance with the
scriptures; he has had their sacred doctrines and
precepts impressed upon his mind, under the best
possible circumstances to produce a permanent ef-
feet ; and is now again to go forth into the world.

Previous to his departure, however, he 1s decently
clad, and 1s furnished with money to supply his wants
till he can find employment at his trade, and 1s pre-
sented with a little volume of able and eloquent dis-
courses, written by an eminent divine, upon the sub-
ject of intemperance. At this time also an inter-

¥ See extract of Sabbath School report, in the Appendix.
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esting interview takes place beiween him and the
chaplain and agent, during which a brief account of
the convict’s life and habits is taken.* He is again,
and for the last time, kindly and affectionately ad-
vised and admonished; and then, frequently with
his eyes streaming with tears of joy and gratitude,
he bids them a tender farewell.

The limits of this letter do not, nor indeed would
the compass of 2 volume, allow sufficient room fully
to exhibit the origin and progress of improvement,
step by step, of the Auburn system, together with
its principles and practices in all their bearings upon
the physical and moral condition of its subjects.
But the rapid sketch that has been given shows the
manner in which our system originated, and also its
distinguishing features, outlines, and leading princi-
ples, as it now erisis; and it seems to me to show
most clearly, who was not the founder of the system,
and that, instead of reformation being considered
hopeless, as alleged, moral culture and reforma-
tion are among its principal and noblest designs.

It is proper, however, to say something more of

its effects upon the convicts while under its immedi-
ate influence, and also after they return into the
world, as shown from experience.,
" But before doing this, I will observe, that it may
be said by Mr. Lavingston and others, that these have
not always been our views of the subject under con-
sideration. 'This is true to a certain extent. We
fell into the same error with others in regard to ex-
clusive solitary coniinement, which reflection and
experience corrected, and which we have frankly
and publicly acknowledged.

Reformation, however, was never considered hope-
less, but was an important and leading object, even’
in that scheme which embraced, in reference to a
certain class, unmitigated solitude ; but we misjudg-
ed human nature, and found ourselves sadly mista-

* Ree extract from agent’s report, of January, 1828, in the Appendix.
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ken in the belief of its reformatory tendency. We
however then insisted that juvenile convicts should
learn useful trades, and that the illiterate among
them should be instructed in_the rudiments of let-
ters and science, and established a school for that
purpose.*

We were led into this delusion, 1n regard to con-
stant solitude, very much as others no doubt have
been, from the total failure of the old mode of pri-
son punishment; from not then having discovered
and successfully applied the principles of combining
associated labor with solitude; and from the fear
that the penitentiary system would otherwise be
abandoned in favor of a more sanguinary mode of
punishment. Solitude, for these reasons, was con-
sidered by many as the ¢ forlorn hope.”

From our reports to the legislature, as inspectors,

it has been argued by Mr. Roscoe that our views of

punishment were extremely rigorous and severe;
and to support this argument, he quotes, from our
report of 1823, a pretty glowing picture of the suf-
ferings of a class of convicts then confined in solita-
ry cells. As Idrew that picture, 1 beg leave to state

some of the circumstances under the influence of

which it was drawn.

It had become the common remark in the commu-
nity, that there had ceased to be any terror, suffer-
ing, or efficacy in prison punishments. The public
seemed at length to settle down in that opinion, and
it became openly avowed in our legislature.

Indeed, some time previous to this, when the above
mentioned Mr. Hopkins was a member of the legis-
lature, I happened to be present, and heard him make
an able and vehement speech, in which he avowed
the same sentiments; to which Mr. J. C. Spencer,
then Speaker, I think, replied somewhat cavalierly.
This called out Mr. Elisha Williams, an influential

member, and a distinguished orator, in support of

h

* See extract from Inspector’s report, of 1823, in Appendix.
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Mr. Hopkins. Mr. Williams, among other things,
remarked, that “any man under forty-five years of
age, who was not in favor of the penitentiary system,
had a bad heart; and any man over that age, who
was 1n favor of it, was possessed of a weak head.”

The times were therefore alarming: it was im-
portant that public opinion should be changed ; and
one grand design of our.reports to the legislature
was to attain that object—though it is still considered
that the description of the sufferings of the solitary
convicts, above mentioned, did not surpass the re-
ality.

In consequence of these and other efforts, com-
bined also with causes which cannot here be ex-
plamed, public opinion, as it regarded prison suffer-
Ing, was not only changed, but, like the pendulum,
was carried to an opposite extreme.

The public feeling, indeed, became greatly in-
flamed, by direful accounts of the sufferings of con-
victs in the Auburn prison; nor was this excitement
lessened by the manner in which Captain Lynds was
in the habit of speaking of flagellating convicts, as ap-
pears not only from conversations he held in your
city, and which were noticed in Mr. Walsh’s Nation-
al Gazette, but on many other occasions.

It is not however, denied, that abuses have exist-
ed here, and may again exist; nor that there is al-
ways danger of their existence under any human
system of government. But they have been greatly

-exaggerated, and the occasion and supposed authors

misrepresented. With the guards and checks that
now appertain to our system, it is believed to be as
little liable to abuse as efficient and salutary power
can be, invested in human hands; and this security
is unquestionably greatly increased by having no of-
ficers who consider convicts without the pale of mo-
ral culture, and their reformation hopeless.

But to return from this digression—what are the
effects of the present system upon convicts, while

- under 1ts direct operation ?
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It corrects idle, 1rregular, profane and intemperate
habits, subdues evil passions, and creates habits of
serious thought and reflection, and of mild, respect-
ful deportment. This is the general character of
our convicts. There are, of course, some who are
more stubborn and incorrigible, to whom punishment
by stripes is occasionally applied, to keep them in
due subjection and to prevent disorder.

A single unarmed keeper, who may be in a shop
with fifty or sixty "convicts armed with deadly wea-
pons, the implements of their trade, will order one
of the most desperate of them to come before him
for some offence, as a father would call up a rebel-
lious son, or a teacher his disorderly scholar, and
punish him in presence of the other convicts. 'T'he
delinquent almost uniformly receives his punishment
submissively, and returns quietly to his labor. No
rising or mutiny is ever occasioned ; but, on the con-
trary, in the few cases where a delinquent has re-
sisted and attempted violence upon his keeper, the
other conviets have never failed to rush instantly to
his relief and protection. So strongly does this
moral and kind feeling pervade the mass of the con-
victs towards their keepers, that the latter feel the
most perfect security in their unarmed and exposed
condition.

Here is strikingly illustrated that moral power
which is the proud and happy result of the “Auburn
System.”
~ Lessons of religion and morality are not inculcat-
ed here by the whip, in the sense as somewhat dis-
ingeniously, I think, intimated by Mr. Livingston ;
nor are stripes applied to increase the punishment
of the crimes for which convicts are sentenced, but
solely to enforce and preserve that discipline, quiet,
order, industry, and humble and subdued feeling,
without which ¢ lessons of morality, religion and sci-
ence cannot be successfully inculcated” On this
subject our intelligent chaplains have frequently re-
marked, that the discipline keeps the convicts pre-
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cisely 1n that state of mind and feeling, which in
their judgment is most favorable to making good and
abiding impressions, and for that purpose they de-
sired the discipline might be neither more nor less
rigid. .

I believe stripes to be by far the best means of en-
forcing discipline with the least suffering; but I
never have considered it so absolutely indispensable
as some have, and so stated to you in my verbal com-
munications.

Mr. Livingston states that our “lock march is in-
finitely well calculated for passing the word of re-
volt, and for establishing conventional signs of in-
telligence.” If this be so, why has it never occur-
red? No revolt has ever happened, or signs of it
been shown in the ranks; nor have any convention-
al signs been established. If in no other way, the
latter would be discovered to us by convicts when
discharged, who are always critically examined, and
answer with apparent freedom in'regard to every
matter of mischief or discipline which has come un-
der their observation.

T'his shows again, what cannot be kept too much
nor too distinctly in view, the moral power which
pervades this institution. Nearly six hundred men,
possessed of the best possible weapons of defence
and escape, restrained by wooden gates, which are
constantly opening, are kept in perfect security and
control by a few unarmed keepers, and two guards
armed with muskets.

We have had recently a striking occasion of illus-
trating this moral power. About midnight an alarm-
ing fire accidentally broke out in shops and sheds so
near the wing in which the convicts were confined,
as to threaten its destruction, and the lives of the
convicts. They were of course all unlocked and
let into the yards; but, as might be supposed on so
alarming an occasion, with less than usual attention
to regularity and order. But notwithstanding the
bustle and consternation of the moment, they imme-
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diately fell into regular lines, and were soon engaged

In passing water to the fire. One line was formed,
extending from the reservoir in the cenire of the
large yard, through the centre building to the roof,
and thence along on the roof of the north wing,

which 1s covered with wooden shingles. This kept -

open, and secured to the convicts, a free passage
into the front yard, which is secured only by slender
pine pickets, forming no sort of barrier against reso-
lute men. From the same reservoir diverged two
lines of convicts into the north yard, to supply and man
asmany fire engines. The outer gate of this yard was
opening frequently for the ingress and egress of our
officers and citizens, and might easily have been
seized and secured by the convicts.

Two passages were thus within their control, and
lines extending from each to a common centre,
which, according 1o Mr. Livingston, was a situation
““ infinitely well calculated for passing the word of
revolt, or establishing conventional signs of intelli-
gence from the rear to the front line, almost with
electrical rapidity.”

Thus circumstanced, the convicts kept their ranks,
and obeyed every order of the keeper with a zeal,
precision, and effect, which would have done credit
to the best disciplined corps of city firemen. In
this way they labored on through the night, incur-
ring great fatigue and many personal hazards, betore
the fire was completely extinguished; and then, at
the ringing of the bell, they resumed their respec-
tive places and ranks, under their several keepers,
as quietly as if nothing had happened. No disorder
or accident occurred ; and, although favored by the
darkness of night, and the unavoidable noise and
bustle of the scene, no attempt, or sign of an at-
tempt, was made to escape. Had 1t not been for
their unremitted and well applied efforts, there 1is
good ground to believe that the whole of this vastly
expensive structure would have become a pile of

smoking ruins.
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Was all this the result of mere fear and physical
force? Was it not rather the result of a moral pow-
er, produced by moral as well as physical discipline ?
‘““ Facts are stubborn things.”

During the fire 1t became necessary for twelve or
fifteen convicts to take a very exposed position, in
removing a large pile of partly quenched fire-brands,
to which they voluntarily rushed. The heat render-
ed 1t necessary to keep the engines playing water
constantly upon them. Their exposure and exhaus-
tion from labor, 1 thought, required that they should
be furnished with a moderate quantity of spirits,
which was accordingly ordered; when, even to my
own surprise, several of them refused to drink, say-
ing that it had been the cause of their ruin! And
was this the result of slavish fear, or was it the re-
sult of moral discipline ?

Thus much, of the direct effects of the ¢ Auburn
system.” Now let us inquire, what beneficial influ-
ence we may reasonably expect it to exert upon con-
victs after their discharge. ,,

Take the case of a youth, whose ignorance, want
of employment, and idleness, may have been the
cause of his crime. He goes out from this prison,

“and returns to the world with totally new views of

himself, of his Maker, and of relative, moral and
civil obligations, and has acquired those habits
which are most likely to secure the performance of
those obligations. He has a respectable and useful
trade, which, with those habits, and health, forms a
sure capital for his future support. and indepen-
dence. Is it easy to imagine how a public felon
can be dismissed from'a penitentiary under auspi-
ces more favorable to’his future welfare and success?

But we are not left to mere speculation and con-
jecture on this subject. A rigorous system of es-
plonage has been carried on for three years past,
with a view to ferret out the names and charac-
ters of convicts discharged from this prison, for
which purpose nearly four thousand letters have been

4
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addressed to public officers and gentlemen in all
parts of the country, where those convicts were
thought most likely to be found.

The result of these inquiries is exhibited in a ta-
ble in the Appendix to this letter, from which it ap-
pears that the characters of two hundred and six
have been described. Of these twenty-eight only
are described as decidedly bad, and not at all im-
proved; but thereisnotone who appears to have been
corrupted and made worse. Two are deranged;
one of a rather suspicious character; four of whom
nothing very particular is known, but nothing unfa-
vorable ; four others not much improved; twenty
somewhat reformed; and one hundred and _forty-siz,
who are decidedly steady, industrious, and sustain-
Ing good characters, or are very greatly improved.*
Can 1t not again be remarked with propriety, “facts
are stubborn things 77 ‘

This astonishing result has been effected, too, un-
der the very unfavorable influence of frequent par-
dons, and while many of the convicts were discharg-
ed before our improved system of moral discipline
could be brought fully to bear upon them. In the
face of this demonstration of the ¢ Auburn system,”
will Mr. Livingston any longer entertain and express
fears “that its partial success may arrest the peni-
tentiary system in its progress to that point of per-
fection to which all its advocates expect it to ar-
rive?”  Will he again say, that “that system has
been found inefficient in the exact degree in which
Jabor has been enforced by stripes?’ And will he

not hereafter believe that reformation is both the ob- -

ject, and blessed result, of our system, notwithstand-

g the written declarations of its pretended founder
to the contrary 1

‘Mr. Livingston says, “if I were a Pennsylvanian,
without the fullest conviction that the plan devised

* The whole number of convicts sentenced to this prison is 1418. 'There are
now in prison 570—17 of whom are on re-convictions. The large number of eon-
victs In prison, 18 to be attributed to the extension of the prigon, district, which
now embraces three-fourths of the state, and a popudation of about 1,300,000.
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by Penh, and so successfully executed in the state
afterwards, was impracticable, I should never con-
sent to abandon it for one founded on directly oppo-
site principles.” It appears to me, conclusively,
that those who will make themselves acquainted with
the principles of Penn, and those of the Auburn sys-
tem, will discover in them a wonderful correspon-
dence and harmony; and I would therefore most
respecttully ask the citizens of Pennsylvania, who
feel a particle of that state pride which Mr. Living-
ston endeavors to arouse, whether they will not
“adopt that plan devised by their immortal Penn,”
and refuse their consent “to abandon it for that sys-
tem” of exclusive solitary confinement and idleness,
““which is founded upon directly opposite princi-
les.”

' In the rapid view 1 have taken, I have endeavored,
as Mr. Livingston says, ¢ to begin at the beginning,”
and humbly trust that I have satisfactorily shown in
the ending, that, in" accordance with his views, the
Auburn system is founded upon the belief ¢ that con-
victs are men,—bad men, it is true,—but bad from
example, from poverty, from vice, from 1dleness,
{rom intemperance, from the indulgence of evil pas-
sions; and that there are not many, who, by coun-
teracting these causes, cannot be reclaimed.”

One argument more will be added in favor of our
gystem, founded strictly on principles of pecuniary
economy ; which, however, I consider of compara-
tively minor importance.

Our experience has shown that salutary discipline
can be combined with profitable labor. The earn-
ings of the convicts the present year have defrayed
all the current expenses, including salaries, rations,
clothing, medicine, &c. &c. amounting to over thirty
thousand dollars, and left a nett balance in my hands
of between five and six thousand.

I can have no further personal interest in this in-
stitution. Having been recently honored by an elec-
tion to congress, the period of my connection with it



et e B -_— Fragmy s orww remaem

i vl e o balll b, W e ) ek bl s e e s ke e el o it ke gl | gl ok i iy LY Pt} ey L [E . [

28

will soon close: as indeed it would have done, had
that event not happened.” But I feel deeply for the
cause of humanity, and sincerely believe that it will
be promoted or retarded in exact proportion as the
irue principles of the Auburn system are understood
and followed.

In conclusion, I cannot but express my deep re-
gret, that Mr. Liavingston has never visited and ex-
amined personally this institution, against which he
has thrown the weight of his justly distinguished and
venerated name. In behalf of the cause of crimin-
al jurisprudence, of benevolence, of humanity, I
would, in the laconic and forcible language of scrip-
ture, say to him, and to all other intelligent and good
men, who take an interest in these subjects, and in
the principles of this institution, “ Come and see.”

With sentiments of high regard,
I am gentlemen,
Y our obedient servant,
-~ G. POWERS.

Auburn, JN. Y. Dec. 18, 1828.

b T

APPENDIX.

D
INSPECTORS’ STATEMENT.

We, the undersigned, together with Judge Pow-
ers, were appointed inspectors of the Auburn prison
early in 1821; and having examined the foregoing
letter, written by him, we hereby express our entire
concurrence in the views and statement of facts there-

In expressed.
E. WILLIAMS,

WALTER WEED,
HORACE HILLS,
SAMUEL CUMSTON.

Dated, Inspector’s Office, State Prison,
Auburn, December 18, 1828,

Statement of Charles Parks, Deputy Keeper.

Soon after the resignation of Mr. John D. Cray, 1
was appointed, by the board of inspectors, deputy
keeper of the state prison at Auburn, which office I
held till after Captain Lynds went to Sing-Sing. 1
have carefully examined the foregoing letter of Mr.
Powers, and give my full sanction to the views and
statement of facts contained therein, so far as those
facts have come under my observation.

And 1 will further state, that, as well previous as
subsequent to my appointment and leaving the prison,
I have resided in its vicinity ; and that I never heard
it pretended by any officer of the prison, or citizen
acquainted with the subject, that Captain Lynds was
entitled to any credit for originating the system of
prison discipline ; but, on the contrary, it was always
conceded that Mr. Cray was justly entitled to that
praise ; indeed, on my entering upon the duties of
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my office, I was furnished by Captain Lynds with a
voluminous code of prison regulations, in the hand
writing of Mr. Cray, with which I made myself fami-
liar, and ;pursued as my guide.

And I will also state, that a small school for juve-
nile convicts was for a time kept up, to which Captain
Lynds at length became opposed, on the ground, that
by teaching them to read, write, &c. it would make
them more capable villains when discﬁarged, and
that it made too much trouble ; and it was at length
discontinued by his direction. This school, I under-
stand, was commenced under Mr. Cray.

During the last eighteen months of Captain Lynds’
agency, he was absent much of his time ; but he ne-
ver took much part in enforcing the discipline, con-
fining himself chiefly to the discharge of other duties.

So far as concerns the then existing or present
system of police arrangements and discipline of the
prison, I do not know of a single.valuable and ma-
terial feature that was ever suggested by Captain
Lynds.

He was very impatient with any direction or con-
trol of the inspectors, and desired to hold indepen-
dent of them, and to appoint his own subordinate of-

ficers.
" CHARLES PARKS.
Auburn, December 18, 1828.

Statement of the Clerk.

I, John R. Bodley, do hereby certify, that I was
appointed clerk of the state prison at Auburn, about
the same time that Captain Lynds and Mr. Cray were
appointed, to wit, in March, 1821, and have continu-
ed to discharge the duties of that office until the pre-
sent time; that I have not been absent during the
whole period to exceed one month, and that 1 have
carefully examined and copied the foregoing letter of
Mr. Powers.

h-
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And I do further certify, that, from my peculiar of-
ficial situation, from my intimacy with Captain Lynds
and Mr. Cray, from my intercourse with the commis-
sioners, during their investigations at this prison, and
from the intimate knowledge 1 have had of all the
affairs of -the institution for nearly eight years, I do
entirely concur with Mr. Powers in the facts and
views stated in said letter, and also in the above state-
ment of Mr. Parks.

JOHN R. BODLEY.

State Prison, Auburn, Dec. 18, 1828.

Statement of the Physician.

I was appointed physician and surgeon for the state
prison at Auburn in December, 1825, and have con-
tinued to discharge the duties of that appointment
since that period; and having examined the forego-
ing letter of Mr. Powers, I do certify, that, as far as
my situation has enabled one to judge, I entirely con-
cur 1n the views and statement of facts expressed in
said letter.

JNO. GEO. MORGAN.
Auburn, Dec. 18, 1828.

e S ——

Statement of Samuel C. Dunham.

I, Samuel C. Duham, do hereby certify, that I wag
employed by Captain Brittin, as a carpenter and join-
er, for a short time, at the Auburn prison, in 1817,
and also i1n 1820, and that during the interim, I car-
ried on the business of building in the village of Au-
burn.

That while 1 was employed at said prison, in 1820,
I aided in the building of a block of about 160 soli-
taty cells, constructed by Captain Brittin, in the
south part of the north wing, but which were destroy-
ed by fire before they were completed.
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That soon after the appointment of Captain Lynds
and Mr. Cray, in April, 1821, 1 was employed by
Capt. Lynds as a foreman carpenter and joiner, un-
der Captain Lawrence White, as master carpenter,
and continued so employed until about December of
that year, when Captain White left the prison; after
which, in all the subsequent building operations at
said prison, up to 1825, 1 succeeded to and occupied
the former place of Capt. White.

That I drew the plan of the Sing-Sing prison, which
was approved by the building commissioners, and
was adopted in building, with some variations.

That in the spring of 1825, I was employed by
Captain Lynds, as master carpenter, in building the
Sing-Sing prison, at a salary of $900 a year, and
continued in that employment till August, 1826,
when I resigned and moved back to Auburn; since
which, I have been well acquainted with the affairs
of the Auburn prison, and have now a contract there
for the employment of between twenty and thirty
convicts.

And I further certify, that 1 have carefully exami-
ned the foregoing letter of Mr. Powers, and that,
from the very ample means of information which my
situation has afforded, I fully accord to the statement
of facts therein made, and with the general views
expressed.

That the division of duty between Captain Lynds
and Mr. Cray, while the latter was deputy keeper,
was entirely distinct, and so understood and declared
by them, by the inspectors, and by all who took any
part or knew any thing of the subject, until nearly
the time of Mr. Cray’s resignation. That I have of-
ten heard Captain Lynds refer to Mr. Cray as the
only responsible person in regard to the police and
discipline of the prison, being himself necessarily
employed in the building and other concerns.

I have also examined the description of the cells
at Sing-Sing and Auburn, in the Appendix to said

letter, which I consider correct, as also the remarks

33

in regard to the same; and 1 also eoncur with Mr.
Parks in his statement.

Auburn, December 18, 1828.

Statement of Ira Dunning.

I, Ira Dunning, do hereby certify, that I was ap-
pointed an assistant keeper, in March or April, 1821,
at- the Auburn prison, and continued in that office un-
il the spring of 1825, when I went with Captain
Lynds to Sing-Sing, with a number of assistant keep-
ers from. the Auburn prison, who were induced to go
there by being paid much higher wages. That I was
at Bing-Sing, a few days short of two years, and dur-
mg most of the time discharged the duties of depu-
ty keeper; that I resigned my place at Sing-Sing in
March, 1827, and returned to the Auburn prison,
where 1 again was appointed an assistant keeper,

(the salary having beenraised $100,) and served till

November following, when I resigned, and became
concerned 1n a contract for the employment of con-
victs.

I further certify, that I have read the foregoing let-
ter of Mr. Powers, and that so far as my situation-has
enabled me to judge, I freely coincide in the state-
ment of facts therein made, in relation to the origin,
history, and present discipline of the said prison.

I further certify, that I have heard read the ac-
companying statement of Mr. Parks, and that I also
concur 1n the statement of facts therein.

I further certify, that I have heard read the accom-
panying description of the cells of the Sing-Singand
Auburn prisons, which I consider correct;.and also
the remarks accompanying the same. |

And 1 further certify, that as deputy keeper at
Sing-Sing, and by Captain Lynds’ direction, I of-
ten flogged “convicts for coming up to their cell
doors, and which was found indispensable to prevent

the convicts from talking to others in adjoining cells,
5
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and watching the approach of keepers on the galle-
ries; but no severity can prevent the existence of

IRA DUNNING.
Auburn, December 18, 1828,

e,

Statement of the .flssismntilfeepers.

We the undersigned, assistant keepers of the Au-
burn prison, do severally certify that the following is
a true statement of the time of our respective ap-
pointments and connexion with said prison.

David Mills, was a mechanic at the prison from
1ts commencement, till November, 1824, (except a
few months) and then was appointed an assistant
keeper. In the spring of 1825, went to Sing-Sing

~ as an assistant keeper under Captain Lynds, where

he staid about two years, at a salary. of $600.
He then returned to this prison, where he has since
continued as an assistant keeper.

E. B. Cobb, an assistant keeper from June, 1821,
till now, except four months absence from prison,
and being for a time employed as captain of the
guard.

John Husk, appointed May, 1822, and has never

- been since absent but a few days.

David Foot, appointed. March, 1822, resigned
June, 1825, and re-appointed October, 1827.

Moses Brown, appointed April, 1825, and absent
since about five months.

Chauncey W. Markham, appointed March, 1823,
and never absent but a few days at a time.

Thomas Bodley, appointed November, 1823, and

absent six months.

Chester Fanning, appointed September, 1825, and
absent about four weeks. '

William F. Richardson, aﬁpointed September,

1826, and except from occasional illness, .has not
been absent.
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William Holmes, appointed May, 1828.

Solomon C. Dunning, appointed August, 1825,
and absent since but a few days at a time.

John Mills, appointed April, 1828, but had been
formerly employed by Captain Brittin and Captain
Lynds, as a mechanic in building at the prison.

Matthew Bevier, appointed August, 1827, and not
since been absent except on account of sickness.

James Horner, appointed May, 1824, and never
since absent.

William Powers, appointed December, 1824, and
never absent but for short periods. - *- \

John Hubbard, appointed September,.1826, and
not absent since but a few days.

And we do severally further certify, that we have
heard read the foregoing letter of Mr. Powers, and,
so far as our several situations have enabled us to

" judge, we respectively concur in the views and facts

therein expressed, except in regard to ourselves, of
which it does not become us to speak.
DAVID MILLS,
E. B. COBB,
CHAUNCEY W. MARKHAM,
JOHN HUSK,
DAVID FOOT,
MOSES BROWN,
WM. F. RICHARDSON,
WILLIAM HOLMES,
MATTHEW BEVIER,
ROBERT COOK,
JOHN P. HUBBARD,
THOMAS BODLEY,
CHESTER FANNING,
SOLOMON C. DUNNING,
JOHN MILLS, |
JAMES HORNER,
WILLIAM POWERS.

State Prison, Auburn, December 18, 1828.
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Statement of Willard J. Chapin.,

I certify, that I was appointed an assistant keeper
of the Auburn prison, within a few days of the time
that John D. Cray was appointed deputy keeper, and
remained an assistant keeper in said prison until
nearly the time when Mr. Cray left, when I resigned.
And I further certify, that I have heard read the
foregoing letter of Mr. Powers, and that, so far as I

have had means of knowing the facts therein stated,

I consider them entirely correct and true. What-
ever assistance the board of inspectors might have
rendered by way of instruction and advice, yet, Mr.
Cray was the executive officer, who originated the
new system of discipline in said prison. His falents,
vigilance and courage were proverbial, and all were
put in requisition by him, in creating and maturing
that system of discipline, and which was exclusively
under his control. Captain Lynds did not pretend
to interfere with it, or ever prdfess to know much
about it, his time being occupied with other matters.

WILLARD J. CHAPIN.
January 12, 1829.

el

Statement of Joseph Esty.

I certify thatI was appointed an assistant keeper

atthe Auburn prison at the same time that Mr. Cray .

was appointed deputy keeper, and continued in said
office until the first of May, 1822, when I resigned ;

that 1 have read the foregoing letter of Mr. Powers,

and fully concur in the above statement of Willard J.
Chapin.
JOSEPH ESTY.

Auburn, January 21, 1829.
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Statement of Abraham Gridley, Esq. late County
! Clerk.

I certify, that I was appointed captain of the guard
at the state prison at Auburn in November, 1821,
and continued to hold that office until March, 1823.
I further certify, that John D. Cray, the deputy
keeper, had the control of the discipline and police
of the prison, and that Captain Lynds attended to
its building and money concerns. That 1 often
heard Captain Lynds say that Mr. Cray was the po-
lice ofhcer, and had the entire charge and control

~ of that department, with the details of which the

Captain never appeared to trouble himself, but uni-
formly referred all questions on that subject to Mr.
Cray.

V\j;hatever merit there may have been in originat-
ing the system of discipline practised at that period,
I have always considered Mr. Cray as exclusively
entitled to it; but the improvement in the moral dis-
cipline of the prison, within a few years past, has
oreatly changed the character of that system, and
rendered it, in my opinion, as perfect and beneficial
as any system that can be devised.

ABRAHAM GRIDLEY.

Dated Auburn, January 21, 1829.

New Prison at Sing-Sing.

The object of introducing this subject, is to notice,
briefly, what is deemed an injudicious variation in
the construction of the cells from those in the Au-
burn prison.

By looking at a plate,* which exhibits a ground
view of the north wing of this prison, it will be per-
ceived that the cell doors are set back, so as to leave
a recess between the door and the outer edge of the
wall, which is about two feet deep; in which the
door swings back against the jams or side of the par-

. *Thig plate may be found in the Agent’s report to the legislature, heretofore re-
ferred to, and also in the reports of the Boston prison discipline society.
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tition wall, without obstructing the passage on. the

narrow galleries, by which the upper cells are made

accessible.

The door 1s fastened by a heavy iron catch, se-
cured in the partition wall, and a strong latch attach-
1 ed to the door, which is raised and lowered by a
| large iron lever, resting on a pivot bolt, and extend-
ing from the latch of the door two feet horizontally

. to the outer edge of the wall ; and thence, at a right

! angle, about twelve inches to the lock which confines

the lever and door latch with which it is connected,

f when the door is shut, by asort of hook formed in

| the end of the lever, which entérs the hole in the

latch, the strength and simplicity of which it is diffi-
| cult to describe. The lock, then, which perfectly
secures this latch and lever, is three feet from the
outside of the cell door grate, and as well out of the

, sight as out of the reach of the convict. The great

| points aimed at and accomplished by this mode of

ﬂ construction, are the seclusion and security of the

5 convicts.

l These recesses, of two feet depth, and the pro-
jecting partition walls between them, of two feet
thickness, throw the convicts back from each other

i six feet, besides the thickness at the doors, as will

! appear irom the plate referred to above.

| If a convict speaks loud enough to be heard this

| circuitous distance by another convict, the sentinel

T on the galleries will be very sure to hear and detect

f him.

1 Besides, 1t will be perceived that a convict in his

i cell cannot see a sentinel walking the galleries until

| he is almost directly in front of the cell door,

so that the convict can never know but a keeper

; 1s within two feet of his door, and as well knows

i that the convicts on each side of him, to whom

} _ he would speak, are at a circuitous distance of

| of six feet at least, and may be, for aught he knows,

_ at the back end of the cell, seven feet further dis-

| tant. Under these circumstances, there is so great
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a hazard of detection, that the attempt is rarely
made-\

In the prison at Sing-Sing, the cell doors are of
sheet iron ; are placed out flush with the wall, and
are fastened by a lock in the usual place of locking
doors, and only the thickness of the door from the
reach of the convict. .

By+again looking at the above mentioned plate, it
will be observed how easily two convicts, in adjoin-
ing cells, may so place themselves at their doors,
that one can look along on the gallery on one side,
and one on the other, while they can safely converse
n an under tone, and perhaps In a whisper, till they
discover and report to each other, the approach of
a distant sentinel.

This difference in the two prisons may not very
forcibly strike a casual observer; but whoever will
examine the subject, simple as the difference may at
first appear, cannot fail to discover, that the unfor-
tunate change of construction at Sing-Sing strikes a
deadly blow at the principle of seclusion, for which
this state has so long labored, and at such a vast ex-
pense.

The reasons offered by Captain Lynds for this
variation from the Auburn cells, are as follow :

Firstly—That the length of the cell was thereby
increased.

Secondly—That if a convict should happen to get
out of his cell, he might skulk from recess to recess,
elude the officer on duty, and perhaps spring upon
him from these hiding places, and take his life.

Thirdly—That these recesses afforded an oppor-
tunity for the assistant keepers to hold improper con-
versation with the convicts; an evil which he states
had been experienced at Auburn. On the ground
of expense, it is said nothing was gained. |

There is some plausibility in the first reason, as
to enlarging the cells ; but the Auburn cells are suf-
ficiently large, as proved by long experience ; and
the half step gained by the convicts at Sing-Sing
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cannot be very important in the way of exercise.
Besides, several of the assistant keepers at Sing-
Sing declare, that such is the evil above alluded to,
of convicts conversing with each other at their cell
doors, that, with a view of lessening it as much as
possible, the convicts are forbidden to come forward
into this recess, or space between the door-jams by
their doors; and if any convict presumes to-trans-
gress this rule, and is detected, he 1s severely pun-~
ished, as is very frequently the case. Instead, there-
fore, of this extension of the cell being a benefit to
the convict, it serves as an almost irresistible temp-
tation to get him into punishment.

The idea of a convict getting out of his cell, in
this prison, where even an attempt has never yet
been made by a convict, and then skulking over the
zalleries from recess to recess, until he finds it con-
venient to rush from his ambush and pounce upon
one of the keepers, like an Indian upon his victim,
is surely deserving of some credit for its originality,
although it is as strange as the event would be mi-
; raculous.

Such is the gross absurdity of the third and last
objection, “ that assistant keepers can stand in the
recesses and converse with convicts without detec-
tion,” that it is confessed to be difficult to know how

to answer it. It is a prison rule, that the assistant

kéepers have no conversation with convicts, except
that which relates to their duty, and for the obser-
vance of this rule on the part of the keepers, the
chief reliance must be placed upon their character,
discretion and integrity. The assistant keepers must
be allowed to converse with all the convicts under
their charge in the shops, in the day time, le.nd alsq at
the cells at night, in case of sickness, and In relation
to any wants the convicts may experience. The
principal keeper cannot always be present in e/l the
shops through the day, and 1In the lodging wing at
night, and on Sunday ; and if he were, how could he
tell whether an assistant keeper, at a distance, was
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talking with a convict upon a forbidden or unforbid
den subject?

These recesses, however, are really very useful
and important, in enabling the chaplain and keeper
to talk freely with convicts, unheard and unseen by
those in adjoining cells.

The chaplain can administer instruction, consola-
tion and reproof to convicts, who are unembarrassed
by other convicts overhearing their confessions ; and
the principal keeper can find out mischief by means
of this secluded access to convicts, which might not
otherwise be discovered.

But these remarks are not made so much with re-
ference to that prison itself, as with a view to warn
the public, and the citizens of other states, against the

"danger of taking the Sing-Sing prison as a model of

this.

Charles Bulfinch, Esq. of Washington, was direct-
ed by the President of the United States, May 29,
1826, to visit the penitentiary establishments of Au-
burn and Westchester, in the state of New-York, and
also that of Philadelphia; and to collect and report
all such information as, upon inspection of those es-
tablishments, might be obtained, and as might use-
fully be applied in the erection of the penitentiary at
Washington, authorised by the act of Congress of
the 20th May, 1826.

In performing this duty, Mr. Bulfinch came to the
Westchester or Sing-Sing prison; but the sudden
death of Mr. Blagden, at the capital, rendered his
return necessary, and he did not visit this prison at
all. 'T'his is greatly to be lamented, inasmuch as Mr.
Bulfinch supposed that the Sing-Sing prison was up-
on the same model as the Auburn prison, and report-
ed to the President that the arrangement of cells in
each was the same.

In consequence of this erroneous conclusion, the
cells and doors of the Washington penitentiary are -

constructed upon the same plan as those at Sing-

6
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Ml

'Sing, and no doubt with an honest belief of their be-
ing similar to those i this prison. ,

It is feared that the evils of copying the Sing-Sing
model may not stop here. Members of Congress,
and other gentlemen from different states, which may
be desirous of adopting the Auburn plan in building
penitentiaries, will be ‘extremely liable to fall into
the same error as Mr. Bulfinch, and copy the Sing-
Sing model from the Washington penitentiary, and

thus defeat the public in one of the greatest improve-

ments that was ever discovered and applied in the
construction of a penitentiary. ‘T'hese remarks are
made with a view to caution the public against a ca-
pital error, on an all-important subject, the exten-
sive adoption of which must prove a great public ca-

lamity.

Ezxiract from the Agent’s Report to the Legislature,
of Jan. 1828.

Of the whole number of convicts examined on their
discharge from prison, there were

Undertheageof 20,000 vveveescse. 6
Between 20 and 30, ccecvcevvenconee 77
30and 40..ce0cveocaccss. 40
40 and 50.c .20t vesscnnsos 33
50 and 60..vceveennesesns 1D
60 and 70..cveicecceccess O
70 and 80.ceesevvncenn ceee 2

In regard to education when they came to prison,
the following will exhibit a very brief outline :—De-
cent common education, 115. Education very poor,
37. No education, 26. A great portion of the two
latter classes have been instructed in the prison Sab-
bath school, and taught to read, and many of them

to write and cipher.
"~ Deprived of parents when young, or left them be-

fore they were of age, 65. More or less intempe-.

rate, 87. x
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Ezxtract from o printed report of the Sabbath School
Union, for Cayuga County, of August 8, 1821,

Mr. B. C. Smith, the superintendent of the Sab-
bath school in the Auburn state prison, has made a
report to this board, which we present, hoping that it
will have a salutary influence. The following are

exiracts :

“ In speaking of the progress of the school the past
year, it is not enough to say, that our highest expec-
tations are realized ; they are greatly exceeded. In
the case of these convicts, we found fresh testimony
to the truth of the common remark, that ignorance
and vice are closely allied. By far the greater num-
ber of those received ito the school, have been
found incapable of reading intelligibly In common
reading, and not a few unable to tell one letter from
another. They have, however, uniformly manifested
the most intense interest in the instructions of their
teachers, and applied themselves with such diligence
to their lessons, as to exhibit an improvement, in ge-
neral highly gratifying, and in some instances almost
incredible. Few can now be found in the school, if
we except those recently brought in, who cannot read
in the testament with a good degree of accuracy and
readiness, and never did belngs express more grati-
tude for their privileges, or manifest a deeper sense
of obligation, than they do to their imnstructors.

“ Did the limits of this notice admit of it, many an-
ecdotes might be related that would be interesting,
as illustrative of the happy influence of intellectual
and moral culture, bestowed even upon the most
abandoned. A single fact may be mentioned, which
will show what use some of the convicts, at least,
make of their bibles, and how important it is that they
have them in their hands and be able to read them.
A teacher, having listened to the recitation of one of
his class as long ds he thought the time would allow,
asked him how much more he had to recite, and was

~answered, ‘I believe I can say thirty or forty chap-
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ters.” 'This was one, too, who, when he entered the
school, could scarcely spell out a verse. Let it not
be supposed, however, that this is given as the most
striking proof we have of the utility of the school. A
mass of facts might be presented far more decisive.

« Who, that looks upon ignorance as the mother ot
crime, and regards intellectual light as essential to
the virtue and happiness of a community, will not be
glad that even one ray is thrown into this dark and
‘frightful wilderness of mind? Who, especially,
that acknowledges the efficacy of the ¢sword of the
spirit,” will not rejoice in view of what the ¢ word of
God,’ thus treasured in their memories, may be the
means of accomplishing ? ,

« It deserves also to be noticed, that besides the
instructions ordinarily given in Sunday schools, wri-
ting and arithmetic are taught in this school.”

!

Extract from Inspector’s report of 1823, conieining
an outline of a proposed system of punishment.

“ Make certain crimes, and perhaps a repetition
of some others, punishable with death. Certain
other crimes, and repetition of some others, which
clearly indicate such a depraved heart or malicious
temper, (for instance attempting to poison, and ag-
sravated cases of burglary and rape,) as to show the
offender so dangerous as to be unsafe and unfit to
_live in society, punishable with imprisonment for life
at hard labor. The next class of crimes, and all
state prison offences commiited by persons over a
certain age, punishable with solitude from one to
five and possibly to seven years: the last of which
would be frequently, if not generally, tantamount to
a sentence for life. The lowest grade of crimes,
subject to state prison punishment, and committed
by persons under a certain age, punishable with im-
prisonment at hard labor from three to perhaps five
or six years. The convicts for life should be kept
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distinct from all others, in a separate yard and apart-
ments; all intercourse effectually prevented, and
lodged in solitary cells, if practicable ; if not, in se-
cure rooms. They could only corrupt each other,
the influence of which could never extend beyond
themselves. They should be kept under rigid dis-
figline, and compelled emphatically to endure hard
abor.

“ Let the solitary convicts be dealt with as they now
are, except perhaps some improvement in adapting
the quantity and nature of their food to their con-
dition.

“ The last, or juvenile class, might be employed at
hard labor, under strict discipline, and should be by
all means lodged in solitary cells. They should be
kept 1n school on Sundays, and such portions of oth-
er days as would not at all interfere with their labor,
and be favored with religious and moral instruction,
admonition, advice and reproof. Three years would
be suflicient to teach them such trades as would en-
able them to procure a living when discharged.”

“*
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I K Counterfe; Y .......|Habits not the best... Indust y h rusty and faithiful .. !Good character. ... , 1820.
WP Boy eltmoney-.-%o:lgguspected......::::::::.Goo;33:;1=e;;zz%e:eﬂve“&“e&Pfous.--~------~--'.-'iiiiii:‘-i:: :::: Iy 7 18

‘%:%'.‘. gmg. larce;]’.}::::::::‘U:ﬁ;{-eggyemperate e g?{nperate ?Illd industi.i(;ﬁ's:::.:::: ..... '_Eil'e.ﬁ;;.lge‘d. ------------- EEEEEE ..-...::‘gﬁlr %é: 1826:
. .+.|Grand larceny ......./Character good...... REERRRTP 6haves Welleueeoeeerennrneeennnnnnn, TEET rerrerrresenes tersrareceaas y 25, 1827.
3. L Blgamy ...... al:ﬂ.ﬁ er gﬂ'ﬂd ............. Bohaves wwoll Ll Tt Qg g e June 4! 1827
E. A. ...|Breaking jail ........ gi?sblgz%l&hufnkard_. Ciereeaneas NO Wise altered »...ooomnnnrrinnrennns, haracter good........ eemonrenes ... |June 15, 1827.
; tel;f ite 0 deallng lI.l} coundd TooTrTonTrEmmmeees RN NN R R R R ET IEEERE R AR R E R D Jlllj" 265 1826.

% B..... iMisdemeanor _....... Intemgerﬁﬂn;% Leeereenens Character and habits good....... Steady, industri |

. D. ... /Grand larceny ....... Uust L1dle.......... More industrious & sober, not suspected ¥, industrious and honest.......... Aug. 16, 1826.

F. H. e Forgery S La: eaid and d-lShOHESt. ieees H[}nest and uPright ..... b u PECted T EEEREE R E R E T Y A 4% 8 Y e R AR R J&Il 10, 1823-
F. Y.."Furger ‘---...-'.:: Idle%ddisglial;iﬂgbadhablts...Bettercitizen_reformaﬁoﬁ'a&;];ééé'r'e;l: (I BN N N I I N T I B BC R S R S N I R RE R I R I IR R OCt- 18, 1826-
AiP-T¢..G‘rﬂnd arceny.."-‘.Unsteadyandpbaed. ..... e Appear?athﬂrﬂugh]yrefﬂrmedman. I O BN AR SR A A IR RO A I A A RO B A B R B R API‘- 22,1826-
LELIL NN EEEEERE R Iﬂdll'.ﬂtrlﬂuﬂa.ndwEnesteeﬂled.””“::- B 40 a0 00N " EEEEEEE EE TN N N SE t-20:18261
. AR E R R R R R R R R R N N E E I O N T A PR FE. 6,1825_
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..... JForge
‘e Grandrﬁrceny.......

.JForger

. |Grand larceny ......
.\ Perjury

.. Forgery
...|Grand larceny

| Forgery ......
: Grandrfrarceny.......

::Perlury
. .1Grand laxceny .......

Crime.

i

Aiding escape of pris’s

& 4 2§ ¢ 4 4 b 2D

lllllllllllll

Counterfeit money ...

|Forgery ....... vaneas
. |Perjury

.. .{Counterfeit money ...

lllllllllllll

.|Counterfeit money ...

Grand larceny

iiiiiii

.|Grand larceny .......

Forgery ......... vous

Counterfeit money ...

Counterfeit money ...

L g 4 * u N

llllllll * & b ® &

Character before conviction.

Indolent and intemperate
Had been in prison ... oc....s
Rather loose ..... Cetssseraies
Not very good ......0e00.

iiiii

JANOLKNOwn v oevevvovennse

Excessively viclous & intemp.
Unsteady and idle ... .. veesans

Intemperate and dishonest . ...
Character good......... criens
Simple and ignorant ,.........

Idle and dissipated ..... ciieen
Character bad....oveecnvevene
Very intemperate ............
Habits not good

*» & & 40 B ¥ F ¥ B u 70 @

Counterfeit money ...[INot known .....cc0vvvians. ‘o
Perjury ...cceeersn.. Character bad..........
APerjury «ooveeeonvaa o [Not Known ..ooveineeeennnnn.
.1Grand larceny ..... .|Not the best ......... Cereseas
.|Grand laveeny.......[Not known ..................
..]Grand larceny ......./Very intemperate ,.....o000.s
.|Grand larceny ....... Nof deseyibed.ovevvvvineisons

.|Character bad.....

Not known ....... Chrsan e ‘oo
INot deseribed......c....... .
Extremely vicious............
lDishonest and quarrelsome....
|(Character bad.......... Ceveas
Simple and ign
Character very bad...........
Intemperate...... bereeenes o

.. .|Behaves with strict propriety ......

CHARACTER SINCE DISCHARGED.

In 1826 and 1827.

Conduct verygood .....coo0iniaviianens
Industrious, good inhabitant...,........

An honest, industrious man..........
Perfectly regular and unexceptionable ..
Sustains a fair character—steady and 1n-

dustrious «.voevse
Manifest reformation ....oooneveereess,
Character good—industrious and thrifty.

. >

& B h 0 R A AN RN RN

L I A B B T R

pected. . oviviviiiiiiains ou
Appears reformed and pious............

Continues to be intemperate............
An altered man-—no bad habits
(Character good——steady and industrious.
Continues .
Decent, sober man, a professor of religion

Simple and ignorant, his honesty not sus-|

Intemperate—otherwise decent......... ‘o

ad-li'l'illlllii lllllllllll L B LI B
More ord’rly, neighbors speak well of him, .

In 1828.
Reformed . .covnoeeee. Chasesstennnees.s

Ignorant, inoffensive young man ..,.....
i Wholly reclaimed ........ Cete e
Character continues to be good

Faithful industrious and honest

lllll 4% B v & d b 2 hE N E e koo

lllllllll
8 FFF BN RN R

4 b # 4 B & b d & & 0 b Fs RIS AN 4 " 8 & % F BT PR P

[Sent to canal in 1822, and ne

Heard nothing against him .. eocveiiiiis | viiiiiiieriinniicenns Vesessocnsaasaen
|DEI‘&DgEd ill Pl‘iS{}n, alld Since -------- ‘ s e s st B b T A BT a4 TR YRR R EERE R LT
Morals improved; good and wholesome

citizen, .., svvnas N Y vabesnsas baeetaserternnt
Rather improved . .vouvieersneserionronicerntstaassrsascns biresves sieened
Exemplary in all respects.seesieasiinss [Sent to new prison,
Behaves much better ...ocveceviiincanny _ [Sent to canal, escaped,
A wholesome citizen of the second class. Morals improved—a wholesome citizen
A good citizen of the first class...... do. do. do.
Behaves very well....cocvviviaiiianens beonsonrioaiiiannaanee. ceaus e
iBehaves very well....oivaviviivninise]eorssnenes P
B&dﬂﬁll----.;.:- * 4 5 B ¥ ER YR HNL A AR BadStlll I N T N B BN N BN B R BN B BN BN LI B I B B L BN BN I BN BN
Steady and indusStTIOUS vueussroess 1aees cutiraaiiarssarseseseriasstrieciaiasens

"\-\-

--l Discharged.

Nov. 25, 1826.

Conduct good to a proverb—much resp’diConduct continues to be unexceptionable[Apr. 15, 1820,

] B X 8 h kD ey BB B BN B BN K B T RN e s R E N 4o PR
. N EEERERE. (BN B B B RN B R RN BN BN BN B RN B B N R N RN

ov. 16, 1826.
Apri]l 8, 1818.
June 20, 1827.

Jan. 19, 1827.
S;:ft. 4, 1821.
July 9, 1821.
(Jan.

7, 1822,

Much improved, deals uprightly with all|Apr. 16, 1822,

Apr. 25, 1820.
Sept. 1, 1819.
June 19, 1824,
\Dee. 4, 1822,
Oct. 19, 1819,

ver returned.
June 16, 1820.

. [June 28, 1822.
IJ une 4, 1826.

|Jan. 13, 1827,
May 18, 1826.

April, 1825,
not returned.

.| Jan. 26, 1822,

Deec. 4, 1820.

. .;June 20, 1827.
... Feb. 7, 1818.

Apr. 24, 1824,

.. |[June 20, 1827.

L.Le ooArson .. ..ovv0veeen.o|Not spectfied ...o....00. ... ]Steady and doing well ..... srassarseras] creiiititer ettt ittt eansan, 'Oct. 6, 1826.
J. P. C. .jCounterfeit money ... Character very bad.......... .{Industrious, and has the confidence of the ’
S. M Counterfeit money ... |Charact .  ood Cmun}tg.......h........t.a ...... g SIS TR AR LRI iIHnESO,IB%.
AV, .. terieit oo aracter not very good ...... cter taxr—much respected ........ ery good—a stea al oung man|¥ar. 5 ,
J. W....[Breakingjail ........ INot described. Yg .......... [Steady, industrious, andpa professor of ¥e ¥ youne » 1524
: L _ ' religion........covviiiniinnn, .y ++++{Continues to be a pious, good citizen...,'Aug. 31, 1820.
S. S. H..)Counterfeit money ... |Principal occupation, gaming. .|Conduct very good—a merchant........ Continues to behave as a good citizen ...|Oct. 9. 1826.
D.D. B..{Counterfeit money ...{Very intemperate, idle & quar- :
i orelsome. ...iiviiserenanns Much reformed...... Cretesneecanaesens Industrious, temperate & perfectly honest|July 7, 1826,
G. R. ...|Assault torape....... {Habits bad...... S eerare e Much as before..... N T e B P e y ....... A }S.r 122 1827.
J. W....|Counterfeit money ...!Not described................ Somewhat reformed .....ciiii ittt i i e e et ettt vrea s (NOV, 26, 1824,
R.D. ...[Forgery ......... .. Respectable.................. SUSPICIOUS . i v eivenveesnnuneacrtosese| tavasosenssnsnnnnasssranertosnnnnnenss Jan. 10, 1826.
W.D....|Forgery ............ Habits very bad.............. Habits good, appearsa reformed man....[...c.oiveiiiiiniiniiieniininnennan. . June 26, 1827.
D.S..... Forgery co.cvvevenan, Intemperate.................. Intemperate an£ T T O Sept. 24, 18186.
J.T.....|Burglary ..........., Habits bad................... Somewhat 1mproved, but none too good
" 4113 12 O May 28, 1824.
A.V.T..{Grand lareeny.... .. Not verygood ............... Conduci good, and appears like an honest Y :
_ 117:0, B B LT T T R T June 1, 1826.
-3 J. K..... Grand larceny ....... Not described..............., Industrious and thriving ............... Reformed—an industrious, good man ..}|Jan. 22, 1820.
J. B..... Perjury ............. An intemperate, bad man. .....!Steady and doing well, habits much im-
| | proved........ e e enatee e rcer e Sober and Industrions. . voverveenes e .{July 6, 1826.
L. W.M.Forgery . .c.covvuau.. A dishonest and dangerous man{Is dishonest yet .........covevvvnirieal covnnnn, Veeieaas b eesentaecinecascnens Feb. 16, 1824.
D.C....JPerJury ....oovvvnn.. Not described ............... An industrious, good citizen ........... [Sent to canal, 1822, escaped-—{not returned.
J. P.....[Attempt to rape...... Very intemperate, and abusive
_ 1 tqhis family ............... JYlore temperate, & behaves much better:.......c . it iii ittt ennnen., Apr. 11, 1826.
J.P.....[Perjury . XEERERERS .- | Habits bad_ ................... MU I PrOVed . it viienieriinrirees ] tvenseneerneronaenensseserassnonacenns IJune 32, 1820.
A.P.....[Counterfeit money ...|Not very vieious ............, Character good, honest and upright ... .0 . it iiiiininiinnes vaenrnonnnnnena Apr. 15, 1824,
J.P. ....|Grand Jarceny .......|Very vicious................. Much reformed. ........ S L June 17, 1827.
.J. M. B..|Grand Jarceny .. ... .|Not deseribed.............. . -|Conduct good, much reformed..........[ ...... e ey e, Dec. 18, 1826.
A. H..../Grand larceny .......!Anintemperate, worthless fel’o. ) Worthless Still ... ......veuusenreerensel svsernsesernoseennneensnoeesenss Cevae Oct. 25, 1826.
W. M...|Grand larceny ....... [Not described............... JConducts well ......cviviiiiinineenes . [Sent to new prison,|April, 1825.
S.S..... Burglary ...........,. Character not very good ......|A respectable, trust-worthy man........ Industrious, faithful and pious..........}Aug. 27, 1823,
A.C..... COHPt?Tfﬁlt money ...{Dishonest, vicious and Intemp.:A pretty fair character—industrious ....|Intemperate..............c0viiiiiennn [Apri] 18, 1826.
A.P..... Assisting to break jail{Intemperate, lying and dishon.|Habits much improved..... ........... Reformed—sober and industrious....... June 24, 1826.
J. C. C. .iCounterfeit money ... Not knowmn ....o.vvvivnn ., Sober, honest and industrious...........].... berseecnens ceseeenanens Citereanaes 0ct. 9, 1826
D. J....,|Grand larceny....... Vic’us habits, bad from infancy[Not altered for the better...............|More steady, but still indiscreet ........ Dec. 16, 1826.
H. L. .| Forgery..oiaiieennjGo0d e O L s S P . .| Yery industrious—more so than before..|Apr. 13, 1825,
A.P..,,, ICounterfeit money ... 'Rude and unsteady...........)Honest and 2000 CRATRCLET . v uvvvirnennl crsveviesasenvnsenssrnsacensnseerssqss Apr. 15, 1824,

June 18, 1827.
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Initials. Crime. Character before conviction. CHARACTER SINCE DISC HARGED. —-— '
4 In 1826 and 1827. In 1828. Discharged
J.P.....|Grand larceny.......|Not described...... cerens ... |Greatly improved—temperate and indus-
tPIOUS. oo evnrancsononcnes vereneeens T Cererseranrara b Chrarras e .
A W... JCounterfeit money ...|Verybad ...........ciivvnnn Considerably improved ,......covcunean Certeentrennan e Ce s asener e Ce b areennan %‘I&S.r lg: %2222
J.T. L..iForgery .......cvu.. JDecent ... .o iiiiiiinianen ... |Remarkably industrious, sober & steady{........vivuvsviiiiiiiiiianiineiiinne. Aug. 15, 1826.
g{- W. S.[Forgery ............. Very good as faras known ....[Verygood..........ouovens e vasraesane Continues the same ,...... Creirasaeena Dec. 10, 1825.
. L.... !Per.]ury Cesecrenianes Not known....ovvcivienenne. JD‘acar,n]:_i):ilt.’mma1:1'i4::-115 man, only stimulates
. toomigh. ... .. oo Gt es e bmats s enesrsset| eras e R as R LT e b b Vestr e ua ept. 9 1824-
N. D. ...|Counterfeit money ... INot very 200d .......0. St IVery stegady aNd INAUSEEIOUS . o v vvvvee sed cvnr tosene sossscevrosrasossossesaans Ig‘ellj)tf 252 1824,
L. J..... Perjury ............. Notverybad...........coo00 Altered for the better, but not very good| .......ocvveaens Cesrnsessscrevnrraneas Mar. 16, 1825.
W. L. ..|Counterfeit money ... Addicted to gambling, pilfering
S. Y. s .lC fo and counterfeiting .......... Stillbad.....oooiiiniieiiiiiiiiiiannan Left all his tricks except gambling. ..... June 2, 1826.
J' b, . 8. . {Counterfeit money ...jIdle. ........ PTTIRE RN, Greatly improved............ trreruennn An honest, industrious, respectable man. lDec. 3, 1820.

DS .Grand larceny ....... Profane and dissipated........ Not much reformed........ccooiiiinen, Behaves much better—neither profane nor;

D. v 1 ,, . dissipated......... Ceteaercataranen s Feb. 14, 1826.

. X, 0. do. 2d conv.[Verybad .............ccv0tt Regular and inoffensive, supposed par- ,

J.G T ) tially deranged ............... T Feb. b, 1824.

G F | Perjry oooviea e Extremely bad ............... Peaceable and industrious, but somewhat Jan. 11, 1825.
¥, lG _ _ | Intemperate .. ...oesserietaes  serian)resiiretiri e e
YR rand larceny ....... Inconsiderate and irregular ... Industrious, and attentive toDUSINESS ...| cvvurvrierrircnscerersiroartaeeieanney Dec. 2, 1824.
S o Forgery .......covvuu- Considered a prudent man.. .., Sustaing 2 £00d ChATACLET ...\ evevrenns|verarersssriareriraniantarisseiees Aug. 31, 1825.
TR Perjury ............. RBude ...oovvvinreennonrnnsss VICh Teformed. vt e oeseooneassroneno] rosassastossnststnrssssnsasssosasssvane Sept. 1, 1825.
D.B Grand larceny ...... .|Not described. .............u. Much IMProved «.....vvueeecrsorronane] soesstorncsnerssttsccserorsesocnerass Jan. 7, 1822.

. B.,,.,, Counterfeit money ...|Not described............c..0. Much improved ....... .o Striking change—honest, industrious,
£ B | _ _ g00d CItIZEN...vocvivreierarsreersnnas May 25, 1825.
R Counterfeit money ...|Not described................ Much improved ......... berabesenenas do. do. do. May 25, 1825.
TR Souptert‘mt money .../ Not known ........... +easrs \Not considered a verybadman .........L.cooieiiiieannnn e rsesesnrairestunnune Aug. 17, 1826.
4 o FerJury Ceteenaesanas Intemperate and unsteady..... Conduct very correct .....convviuieinn, lConduct not so good as last year........ Sept. 4, 1823.
plg OFZELY «\ovvannnnas NOt KDOWN «ovvvren senevesns Dissipated and worthless............0o0p T S teererieennas June 17, 1825.
B o IPéerJury and larceny..[Verybad ..........vcovuviis. Habits and character good.......ccocvei] v vavnerinninaoessoses besera seseasan April 24, 1824.
W R rand larceny .......|Said to be an old offender ..... Habits Dad oo evvereevrnsrrrnoasirsssnns]anossaraosssvosssans Caebeasasassrrines Aug. 24, 1823.
i Counterfeit money ...{Not known .............c0us. Conduct, till of late, very good.....coov | cvviiiniiiiiiiiieiicnineasiirennnaoe, Feb. 25, 1826.
B B0 Grand larceny ..... s 'Not KDOWI . o1 vevnrnnnanannns Steady, industrious and well esteemed .. ...vveniiiiiininnnns Ceenees Ceereaeans Mar. 28, 1820.
3 C A Counterfeit money .../Intemperate and bad.......... Steady, industrious and a prof. of religion{A devout christian...........covvvennns April 12, 1826.
WWW 5 = Yry.om
W. R. ../Grand larceny .......{Not known.........s........{Character and habits good ‘ 1Steadv. industrious, pious, good citizen .|Nov. 6 1825.
0. G. ...|Counterfeit money ...|Not stated ...... Crreeneanns . .{A moral, good man . RANIURIRE R T e, . -_:g e ...|Aug. 22, 1821.
J. G.....|Perjury teveesvesesss|Intemperate and litigious......} c.eveeean.. cetbesuerans Creasstenreas .{Stead , iIndustrious Man, ,..eceorevesas J|Aug. 27, 1823.
% % T.. Coqntegfelt money ...{Not the worst of men........ % [P Cecennss Seesreesresnenas .+ +..]Very little altered........ ceveanons v« o .| Feb. 24, 1821.
NP -HISWmdhng...........Notdes_cnl_)ed ........ Y Ceesastracabesesnerseas .......1..Muchimproved——ateadyandreligious...JuneIS,IS%.
WPP .« «| Agsault to murder....[Great villain .......00000 000 S [ Cerarveerenes Dangerous fellow ........... vas v [sentjto new prison.
Ve ----Forger{'.............Intemperate ................ % Cettesseenasstestserseean .+ +» | Character unqualifiedly good «.c.cvuee Sept. 27, 1824
P, Grand larceny.......|A drunkard ........... N T cenv e Cheerresrraeranara o Perfhﬁly tempeglatg dalnd inélustrious—— Nov. 92. 1827
character unquali 00d . «siesess | NOV. .
%CX“-Grandlarceny.......rNotknown--.......... I e easmrvsanctanrrsonEnabasas .Ahardcharant%r...i.{r.g. ..... chiesans July 9;1821‘
M Grand larceny .......[Not known .......co0eenoini}e Ceteseeanas e esegssarasasansiaanans .| Actually a good, honest, respectable citz’n]Dec. 23, 1818.
. B.....[Petit larceny, 2d off.. .| Three times in prison before...} ... Cesereraaresans veeemssarans vevenaas Character very bad for 30 years......... June 13, 1827.
C. L.....[Counterfeit money ...|Character very bad...... B Ceresasssanervtaanac e beasnsees Agood pIOUSINAN. o, 0vvsvrrresanosnsans April 17, 1828
A.R..... |Assault to murder....|Void of every good quality....|..... Cresonns saesecustacrsarartaciatis Temperate, and conduct exceedingly well[sent to n. pris.
H. P. P../Grand larceny ..... .« IMuch addicted to drunkenness] ..... breersen e Ciesrrsananestere .« «..] A temperate and industrious man....... |June 25, 1828.
Indian . -IGrand larceny ...... Great vagabond—addicted toall i |
I W VICES « evenvnrennnsnensssnos] conenvannenes e eereeeer e v Directly the reverse of what he was.....|July 19, 1823.
o FOrgery «coeveernonnn Idle & unsteady—an old offend’»| .......... e nssraanrenserersanr et ...] A very Industr’us, good memb’r of society | May 29, 1323.
7 g Perjury ....eovevee o|Not Known ....ooo0vvniene S R R Bad character. .[sent to canal, escaped—not returned.

. S. .... Assault to rape....... Not described...........co0ves | veeiinins A .++....|Striking change—honest and industrious!Uec. 6, 1825.
E.A. N..|Forgery......... ves o [INOLTHE WOISE. . cvvvevenvevsues) teeonsesnoesannrasnesosvancosss et ‘Behaves well. ..o.vvieeisronsnrossoose Jan. 30, 1828.
J. 8. ....|Grand larceny ....... Worthless charaeter.......... e i estteearrrrea e rasr At e aes Worthless character......ocovvsesansen Oct. 10, 1820.
M. S. ...|Grand larceny ....... NOt KNOWN v ovvvwnvnseroreanef coviniiiniiiiieiiiiineernenrnarennen, Died professedly pious...... ... Ceveen June 19, 1823.
H.B....[Forgery........ou0n Wild, unsteady boy...........f oo, e esaaaeen Industrious and decent............oove. June 5, 1826.
M. B....|Forgery ............- IWild, unsteady boy........... L ettt Ceaerarenes Industrious and decent...........oaents June 5, 1826.
T. A. W.|Bigamy ....co0000n.s Vicious Character.. .. ovvvenned] tvvnenenenationssasirncssacassscorvanns Induastrious and honest........ovoeveven Nov. 9, 1826.
0. D. ...|Grand larceny ....... Thief—an old offender ........ b s it ievessarsantaseraaaresesaaat s Inprison in Pennsylvania.......... [sent{to new prison.
S. C..... Grand larceny ....... Not known ..... T T T PR EREE AT Conduct 200d .. ...evvnivrrcarsaraceons escaped.
J.D.H..[Perjury ............. Interaperate and imprudent. ...} .. ..oiiiiiiiiiioiiiiiiiiiiaieaaee Conduct good, except intemperance.. ... Sept. 13, 1821.
D. C. ...;Grand larceny .......|A verydishon’st, thievishfellow! ........... ... N esceaeracarerananons Not altogether reformed........ccovees Nov. 23, 1827.
D. V. ...|Grand larceny ...... .[Character good........... R B Cesemesasrarainartnasraeranes Character 200d. ...ccennsrvsrsasssossan Mar. 23, 1826.
J.H. L..|Forgery......coc0uus Exceedingly loose and immoral] .......ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinee Professoro religion—character excellent|June 21, 1826.
A.D. ...{Assault torape.......|A poor drunken vagabond..... e aene s e erraaeeanaos e eneeans Temperate, and greatly improved...... .1Jan. 25, 1828.
R. H. ...|{Grand lar. & jail break./Conduct bad .......cc.ccviiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiieiiaae Altogether reformed—appears really pious June 15, 1828.
P. D. ...jAssault to rape....... Very intemperate and trouble- |
N M P SO o veavaorsranssss Cieae L v Cessseseasasan Ceseresarrans Less intemperate and less troublesome. . Aug. 7, 1822.

. M....|Forgery.....ce.v....  Intemp rate,lndol’nt&fmthlessl Creere seetesesarsatasasater s sarsaes Averyremarkableinstanceofreformation Feb. 25, 1828.
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1 Character before conviclion — CHARACTER S{NOP QISCI}.‘}RGED . Disch d
Initials. Crime. aracte . T TR r FapTey charged.
————— e e - f——— I
.D. .. o murder. ...|Excessively intemperate, quax- .

w.D Assault ¢ relsome gnd dané}ernus 1 o .l T I A virreriaace ‘oo .'0011(31110{: improved—more temperate and,

....... A drunkard many years and vi- orderly ......coveevniiiiinnireeneanes [Nov. 25, 1820.
F. K. ...|Grand larceny CIOUS . «.u... YF ______________ Ceereraeiraeee, ses Chaeaerieens .+ +« .| Industrious and temperate in general. ...|Feb. 14: 1828,

: chersuves ....|A knave, and very intemperate

J. C.....|Forgery | and qu;rrelsmrg_ s P ......... e n e teneeeeceseata Attt s aea Liess a knave, but still intemperate...... |Aug. 14, 1826.
G.P..... Grand larceny ....... INat known ....... R Character good........... e aesaarennns Nov. 14, 1822. ’
B. M....|Perjury ........... ..|Character bad...... T ET T T R PR PP Crrreees .|Respectable.............. veesresennes o Jan. 24, 1826.
O.T. ...|Grand larceny ....... Hesayshe waswild &dissipat’d} ..ooovvvieeveianeanas Cheemeiieenanens .’%ppears well....... Ceetireranii e ene Apr. 17, 1828.
G. L. ...|Manslaughter........ Notdescribed .....oo0ciianiaa]ve bhereer et s e S A 0 material reformation................ Jan. 20, 1824.
5. V..., |Counterfeit money ...|He says he was dissipated.....|.coovvrenniirieeniian. PR .+« oo jConduct meritorious.........000000nn., Feb. 8, 1828.
H. G. ...|Petit larceny, 2d off.. .| Very Intemp’rate & quarrelsom.{ .....ococivviueiniii... Cheiiartreenaas Perfectly sober, industrious, and pious..;Mar. 14, 1828.
P. P.....|Grand larceny .......lA gambler and libertine.......| cocuiviiiiiii il An industrious, exemplary christian. .., Mar. 17, 1828.
S. T.....|Grand larceny .......|An old and unsubdued offender.{ ...... .ot iiiiiii i Conduct 1mproved.......coiovoivveineen Nov. 18, 1827.
A.A. ...!|Counterfeit money ...lA hard case....covcevviinvii] veeneannesas oo e eberaseseaaeas beaians Behaves respectably................... Jan. 9, 1828. %
N. B. ...|Grand larceny .......|Not deseribed............ T e lIndusi_:rmus, but rather intemperate.. ... June 28, 1825.
O.T. ...iGrand larceny ....... Not described............ T P Cetieeasaas Very industrious—more so than before. .iSept. 25, 1827.
S. F.....|Grand larceny .......|Intemperate and indolent ..... Cerrenae saeuas Cee ettt th et e e Sober and Industrious. .....covviai e June 1, 1818,
I. W....|Forgery & jail break. do s L J R Vet aerannae do do. ....... Ceeareaaseass Mar. 12, 1822.
.&.n W- ' Gl‘and. lﬂr- &jall break-h d{] dO: s aa ks e ee SeEEEEED S FEEO VIVt T T T AR I . dﬂ' dﬂ- ............ Ve P s e Jan- 12, 1823.



