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Report of Superintendent.

V% BY Wesley Sears, Supt.
7

QT Officers of the Michigan State Public School.

The officers of the State Publie School are the Super-
intendent, the State Agent, ths Clerk, and the Matron.

In another part of this report will be found specified

in detail the duties of tho State Agent and the Clerk.

I purpose to speak briefly of the duties of the Superin-
tendent and the matron, shall call attention to some pe-
culiaritias of our work and shall outline a day’s work as
performed at the Institution.

Superintendent,

The chief officer of the school is the Superintend-

ent., His duties are definad by law and by the regula-

tions establishad by the Board of Control, URder the

general direction of th: Board he has the constant and

. . i
immediate oversight of all the departments of Instltutlog?

E—@‘%’jé;-—@j =

work, He is held responsible for the punctual, exact,

i

%% and faithful performance of duty on the part of all em-

/lﬁéig%4i:%;r%i;5q_h_-__———%&%ﬁﬁﬁ% T = %%<
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Qf w > N
sps 1 o
é iF s % All correspondence is conducted under his direction{F
Vf Vf and by his authority children may be placed in homes on i

.:J \

@T ? 2 %T indenture, may be transferrsd from one home to anothser, tt

or returned to the school.

By authority of the Board of Control he purchases sup-
pliss, provides for the making of the clothing, pre-
scribes the diet and the disciplins, purchases appliances
and apparatus for school-work and establishes the course

of study. At each meeting of the Board he submits a

written report of the work of the school and makes such
recommendations concerning employes and the disposition

of children as he may deem wise,

While the Superintendent may indenture children, he
can not cancel those indentures, neither can he restore

children to their parents, declare them self-supporting,

] H @ npor return them to the counties from whicech they came—thei%

K i i authority in such cases being & 'vested in the Board of

| A i
E Q L Control, %F
QK% : So far as possible it is the design to conduct the‘ﬁg
A2
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school on the family plan-the Superintendent being the gV

VF head of the family-and all employes are expected to work{F
! 1

%T in harmony with the management of the Institution and

aid in carrying out the intent of the law governing it. t%

é ‘ The Matron.

The matron’s duties are defimed by the regulations
5 _ established by the Board of Control. She has charge of
all domestic matters including the condition of the main
building, cottages, hospital, school-house, and laundry.
she supervises the cooking, dining, laundry, cottage,
sewing, and supplies departments. All supplies are
placed in charge of the matron who disburses them upon
requisition of employes, the matron keeping an accurate
account of the disposition of the same., She orders the

kinds and amount of clothing necessary and condemns

Py
I

% worn out clothing, giving other garments in exchange.

Institution use'by the matron and when they go into hom

: o 5 i%
JF K Z@ Children received are furnishéd their outfits for %E

E—@)—AE\;»-@

2,

e
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K she supplies them with such other clothing as may be
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%ﬂg Y’ needed-every child taking to his home two full suits of &
\ % clothes, one for every day and one for Sunday wear.,

The duties of the matron are numerous and arduous. I

B .
6,
==

Her work brings her into intimate relations with the f

&
—(S

lady employes of the school and upon her tact and wis-

dom depends in large measure the efficiency of their

work.

J _ . 5. | The work of the State Public School is unique., It
was the first public Institution of its kind ever esﬁab—
lished which has necessitated the development of its

own methods—the experience of other Institutions furnish-
ing neither aid nor suggestions, With the exception of f
Rhode Island, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, wherein State

Schools modeled after the Michigan system have lately |

been established, no other states are accomplishing a sim |

o ;
% ilar work, iﬁ i
D 4
i

Z% The character of our work being unlike any other |

E .hitherto attempted has of necessity developed charac-

teristic workers. Hence it is that the State Agency

Sl —ia S Y PP A S
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i ¥ | connécted with this school has no parallel among other
%; %ﬁ t V%Institutions. The work of the cottage manager also is %F
4? Tg . ITthe outgrowth of the cottags or family plan of construct-gﬁ
(‘ ¥ .

? ing and conducting publiec Institutions. Here the cot- f

tage manager occupies a place analogous to that of the
¢ mother in the family, has responsibilities however ex-
tending to the care of from 20 to 30 children. She is

more intimately associated with the children of her cot-—

tage than is any ofher employe and she wields a large
influence over the'children placed under her control. ?
There is no more important positién than that of cottage |
manager, }:

This school .receives more than 300 children annual- j‘

ly and during the same time more than 300 are placed in

approved homes throughout our state, Al the same time

also not far from 200 children are at the Institution

A ; o
| | . : .
' iﬁ : ? receiving its disciplins and instruction. Tt will there—lﬁ

I
A% fore bo observed that, while the management of this

i ; school must carefully supervise nearly 1000 childrep

=20,
Z%%
i
’
%3
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it has alrsady placed in homes, it must also at the W
same time.care for about 500 others annually. . %F
This constant interchange of children, their re- i
ception, enrollment, discipline, and instruction while i%
in the school, the judicious placing of 8o large a num~-
ber, the satisfactory settlement of differences that
will arise between guardians and children, the wise over-
sight of so many children scattered over so large a state,
beside all the routine work which every Institution must
perform—all this Qntails an amount of labor not readily
comprehended by those who ara familiar only with those
Institutions whose inmates are received and retained for
a definite period, and whose protection and watchful care
cease when those inmates pass out into the great world.

A Day at the School.

At 5,30 o’clock A, M. in summer and at 6 o'clock in

winter the rising bell rings. Scarcely does its last

peal die away before every child is out of his bed and
engaged in dressing. All employes whose duties begin
AN

"

:




37,

’ /o, L7 LI v SN : v ‘ : ' vy , ) )
L' Eeole Publigue Je I tat de _Muctugan. L' Ecole Publigue de I Fiat de Michizan.
Qs o=bs o T T R T e e =il == T - M

Yo W

ﬁ& : % as the children’s toilet is completed the older boys go %F
i } to the various departments of the school where detailed I
. 4T as workers-some to the barn to assist the farmers in ﬁ\
7

thelr chores, some to the kitchen and dining rooms to

aid in preparations for breakfast, others go to the laun-

dry, the engine house, and still others remain at their

cottages to assist the managers about the house wérk.
Employes working in the various departments of the

shhool give such instruction to the children detailed to

"them as will teach the children to be industrious and

helpful - two characteristies every child should possess.
Three~fourths of an hour after the rising bell the

first breakfast bell rings. The children then gather

in their respective cottages and complete their prepara-

tions for breakfast which is ready one hour after rising.

¢y At the stroke of the breakfast bell, cottage lines are

Zi formed and with military precision thsy march to the dJ’.n-i]é
& ing room in the main building whers a meal of good sub=- %F

stantial food has baen spread. The cottage managers

Aot e iiRes :f—‘?‘%“—@“g%p
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|
A%
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Y gaccompany their children to each meal, sit at the head of ¢
r %& - A the tables and serve the food. When all is quiet and at H&
N, | i 1 ‘ i
ﬁ i% 4}3 given signal every head is bowed and all join in aayingiu
fl * grace., The children are not allowed to talk at the table f

and good table manners are always insisted upon.

While the children are eating, all the employes ex-
cept the tsachers and managers take their meals in an ad-
joining room. One-half hour is allotted to each meal at
the expiration of which the children file back to their
cottages in the same order as they came. The older chil-
dren disperse to their various detailed duties and the
younger go directly to the play grounds or engage in
their games at the cottages.,

Two hours after rising the children and employes
have all completed their breakfast and from that time un-

til 8.45 all at their morning tasks are busy, the domestic

[N

?work in main building and cottages being quickly, system-

i ) i% ﬁ
A&atically, and neatly done. the children are reddering é? ;

I such assistance as they are able. They are taught by pre

T e e G AR T
TR
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% ﬂ& % that experience brings. {F
: B

At 8,45 A. M. the first school bell rings. This ?

o

bell calls the children from their tasks and their play Tg 7

to their cottagses where they are prepared for school and ’
9 o'clock finds them in their places ready for their school
duties, Every child attends school five hours each day

unless sick or too young to go. School hours extend

from 9 to 11,30 A, M. and from 2 to 4.30 P. M.

R

The schools are regularly graded, all the work done
is primary. Instnuction is given by six skillful and =
experisnced teachers who are supplied with the most im-
proved appliances for school work, If not the best, cer-
tainly one of the best kindergartens in the state may be
found at this Institution, where all the material nsces-

sary for succassful kindergarten instruction is cheerfully

® furnished., At 11.30 the children return to their COttagiﬁg

%ﬁ E AL and resume their work if any remains to be done or go
i % to the piay grounds.

Dinner is served from 12M. to 1 o'’clock P. M.

{) B
S — O, V- S SN Bt il
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%F the children again at school. During school hours the {F

cottage. managers are employed putting on the “finishing

e
e =

.

touches” to the house work, mending the children’s cloth- ﬁ%
ing, or engaged in such other labor as their inclinations
may dictate,

School closes at 4,30 P. M., supper is served at
5,30 after which the children enjoy a good play spell.
Soon after supper in winter and before dusk in summer,
after their prayers have been said, the younger children
are put to bed ~ the older children enjoying their freedom
upon the play ground or spending their evsning in their
cottage play rooms where th2 manager supervises their
games, their rsading, or th2ir study.  The hour bafore
retiring is set apart for r=zading, stumy of th=2 Sunday

School lssson, review of ths conduct of the day, gentle

q

—

admonition, evening songs, and praysrs. Such precepts

é——@'_w—%-—@

A% are given as will aid the children to correct their f'aulti]é
% and be of service to them in living better lives and #&

SO

lifting them to a higher plan& of thinking and acting.

gy
S,
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% all arz soundly slespirg th2 sl=22p of innocant childhood{F
Xﬁ At ten o’clock P. M. taps are soundzd for “lights out” i
%T and all 1s quiet whar2 & 2w hours bafore was intanse t~
activity,

On Sunday th: oldsr childran that desir2 ars parmit-
t2d to go to church in the e¢ity. Chapel services are
held from 10:30 to 12 M, and Sunday School from 3 to 4
P. M,

The days work in the officece has been done quietly
though the time has been fully occupi=2d. A large cor-
respondence has receivad attention. Applications for chif-
dren hava bzen r2ceived and such instructions furnished
applicants as desired, Children have been sent to homes
on tr(al, others indentured, som@ have been raceived,

enrolled and assigned to school and to cottage, some

have been transferred from one home to another by corres

AL pondence with agents, complaints have been heard and profpt

attention given to them, Orders have been issued to

employes concerning their work and employes have been j@

S = U WP

_;5:5%1;F;@F%
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< granted such courtesies as requestiad and in harmony with

the Institution’®s regulations. Th2 businass of ths of-

2

2——5$

s

® y —G fic2 1s large and only »ny constant activits ean all its

e Cl

Work be prountly and thoronealy don iz,
Two Picturas,
At three o’clock of an aftarnoon the door bell of
é, the State Public School rings and a gentleman is shown
into the offic: conducting two childran.
Look on thisg picture:-
o hs children are poorly clad not to say raggead,

their hadr is unkempt, Ffuces and hands nead an introduc-—

tion to soap and watar, their bodizs ar: pinchad as if

oty cﬁc§4hkd1a~%§
-

% -
d

&

for food, both ar2 in *:ars, Tha wother is dz2ad and the

G

father has dessrted them. Friends have cgast them off and,

notwithstanding the heart of Michigan throbs in sympathy

for these friendlsss ones, yet they pour out their sor-

\&r
—

row in tears as thsy go among strangsrs.

‘ - ﬁ
Z% They are s2nt to tha Institution physician who ﬁ&

3
A
x
@

PO

~—

I
'

IR
(I
(AT,

|

mak:s a critical zxanination of their physical condition

(@
W%
(i

N x
:@
W

who pronoune:s them h2althy and intelligoent,

S Cy DN BT 20,
PLISOY S 77 @ e e S
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ar2 then assigna:d to a cottage, givaon a full and thor-

g 7 V% ough body bath, hair is clipped or carsfully combad, and ﬁ&
%% % _@ clesan suilts of clothzs are put on. The following day~theyi
? ? begin their school work and are detailed to do such t%

physical 1labor about the school as may be necessary.
Days lsngthen to weeks and weeks to months. Comfortable
well~to—~do farmers make applications for children and our
two late arrivals are chosen for the families. The day
% z f of thair departurs arrivaes,.

Look on this pictura:-

The children again appear at the offic=. They
are dressed in suits that any child might envy ~ neatly
fitting suits of gray woollen, not a shoddy piece of cloth
in them, well made, substantial not expensi?e, neat not

gaudy, faces and hands no longer soileq) no trace of

tears, eyes sparkle with pleasurable anticipation, hap-

A & [}
: L. . . .
i% i ? pinass is apparent in every word and motion. They are

ﬁ& ; AL going home - to the good people who want them as their %F

own., You are astonishad at the metamorphosis accomplish

ed in a few brief wesks. With a frisndly prass:

2
D
2

?3;
&

ero

Y
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the hand, a kindly admonition, and a hcarty “God bless

¥
V% you” thay leav> th2 Institution naevaer to raturn, {F
! !

0
;£§:9~%41:%;:%%§§%%§

_@ Af'ter years find thasa two childran gron to aman’s ag- ,ﬂ
% tate, filling honorabla positions in soeiaty and in bus- f
lness,
g Do you say these picturss ars ouerdrawn? Instanceas
| of greatsr interest are multiplying in our experiencs
every day and many a boy and girl are now looking back
over the yéars and blessing the day when a mspaiful
State took them, gave them a temporary home at th2 school,
and then placed them in homes where thay have had a
chance with the boys and girls who have never left the
parental roof,

Such work the Michigan State Public School is doing

not ralying upon but making precedent, It is true that

discouragamsnts lie along the way, but salvation is

® surely brought to many who, but for the bsneficent pro-

\ }&"ﬁ %—@)—w‘l%-'@ =3

\

4\ i

ﬂ o
,/ﬁ}\ A TN -

el

vision of & wisas p2ople would go down to etarnal shame. $F
I\
&)
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The Clerk’s Department of the

State Publie School,.

L/ﬂ/(/\)ﬂ Q»“.%WWM
et gl
TS
B =
e
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k By Miss Ella F. Corwin, Clerk.
) g %; The clerk’s work of th2 State Public School may be
2o dividad into thre:z parts: first, work on the records;
. \JJ
17}

second, correspond=nee; tnird, miscellaneous work that

gach day brings forth,

ébw%#uhu%ﬁﬁﬁnamm

Owing to thz various forms of the work several sats

MDY

of books ara2 nzcessarye.

First, those¢ in which records ars mad2 whsn a child 1is

7

AMMEG Corrnrnien
U qreefy

rac2ived inte the school.

4

Second, those in which w2 regcord the indenturse of a

child.,

Jtaedu, Gl

;q;:%&;gg b

Third, those in which wa record the fact that a child

has ceased to. be a ward of the scnool.

First,- Upon the rezcaption of & child into the school,

i
wa first record his naa: in what is known as the Reca3p- %F

#R8tion book, and in thie book eaca child is given a num-

%

£

oy o= o}
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the close of the year ending Dec 31, 1888, 2607 chil- H&

DT o AN

dren had been receivad since the opening of the school I

,\
‘2

and the last child rec2ived was numbered 2607. An ab- f
stract of facts regarding parents and child is also giv=-
en in this book and by a few minutes’ study on2 can as-
cartain how many children are of parants who were in-

ginparate, or ctiminal, or howv many ars orphans or half-

orphans, and the nationality, if given on ths Order of
adinlssion,

Next ceomes our Children’s History which now con-
sists of 4 Volumes of nearly 800 pages each - we have
used the last volume but one year. These books are 16
inehes long, 11 inches wide, and 3 1-2 inchhs thick.

Each child is given one page in the history, which page

is numbered to correspond with the Reception Numbser giv-

en him in the Reception Book. Upon the page is record-

of the child together with any facts known of thz his-

1% JF I Z@ ed the full name, age, date of birth, date of admlsmon,#x

K ’ tory of parents or child. When the child leaves the
/I‘;?’/‘ NG @

G — o S e SYER o) = 5=
/%‘ r =0 _ge ey St in 55—5\/’(‘;1 - seifiplay @ P
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@( w“school and becomes inda2ntured, the fact of the indent- M
K

é . ’

[ V% ure is recordad on this page and the nature of all sub=-
W-f i 5, T ant a t f [ d 1 2 I
W iL é _W sequent rsports from guardian, agent, or county agent, ﬁ
9 T % together with any othsr matters of interest which may be I

lsarned in regard to the childe Whan the child csasas

to be a ward of ths school, that fact is recordad and

no mor: 3ntrics ar2 mad: upon tha pags. Followving is a
copy of pag2 92, Vol, 1, and the racord of th2 92nd.
child receivasd into the Institutions It may b2 takan as
a falr sauplz2 of the history of our wards.

Date of admission, July 7, 1874,

Name, Mary E. C.

County, Wayne,

Born July 4, 1868, Father is dead. The mother is an in-

mate of the County Poor House, whers Mary has been main-

tained one month. Indentured Jan. 30, 1875 to Isaac
% 1® A. Brown of Hudson, Mich. Aug. 19 1875, Reported doing iﬁ
AL Z@ nicsly. Jan. 1876, Mary visited the school with her
E E adopted mother with whom she seemed very happy and who %F
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very raspect. Aug. ’80, D01ng exc=llant1v, in scho

Ié 9 months, Aug. ’8l1, Report extra. Excellent home. V
Vf AYg, '82 Agent reports Mary a promising girl and doing {F
Q) unusually well, May '83. Guardian’s report very good,. %
? Sept. ’83. Agent says this child has an excellent home ?
and is well cared for in every respect., Apri, ’'84, Guar-
dian’s report good. July ?84. Agent reports that Mary
has gone east with her guardian. He makes a very good
report. Feb. '85, Guardian’s report fair. March ’85,
State Agent makaes a very good report. Mary 1s called
Nellie Brown., The home is an unusually good ong and
Mary is being brought up in the right way. April ' 86,
Good report from guardian. July ?'806. Agents report
good. Nov, '87, (©°, A8¢nt’s report good. March ’88,
Guardian’s raport sxcsllent, April '88., Stats Agent’s

report good. Dec. ’88, GUardian’s rsport good. Mary

is now tsaching school.

E will no longer be a ward of this school.

i

Al
4\

i Jjé
A% Mary will be of age on the 4th of next July when she éf
I
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@( We also keep a record of the time at which each
o ) 1
é ﬂ& a V% child will become of age and at the end of each month ﬂ&
?% v | i %' ] we examine the record and all who havs become of age I
GJ t% 4T through the month are so recorded in ths necessary bookst

and papers placed in the proper file.

Second: - Indenturs rscords.

I have already mentionad the fact that all indentures
ars recordad in the history. They are next recorded in
the indenture book and in this book each child receives
a new number known as the “Ildenture Number”, Simply
the date of the indenture, names of child and guardian,
post office address, and county are given. Thera were
Dec., 31, 1888, 1995 children indsntured, The great ma-
jority of these have been indentursed but once, some
twica, some thres, four, five, six, and one, savan timas.

3 b

Eachhas but one indenture number howevaer and our inden-

¢ )
iﬁ ‘ % ture book is so printad that all new indentures can be
i

record the indenture of the child in the County Record
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recorded without re-writing the number or name. We alséﬁ
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“accorded to it and children have been placed in nearly

Vfall of them. Each county agent must keep a record cor- {F
; | i

ITresponding to our record of children placed in his coun- ﬂ
? fy and he is notified of any change in residence of guar- G
dian or child and is also notified if, for any reason,

the child leaves or is transferred from the home.

We also recora the time of thea expiration of the
indenture in a book provided for that purpos2. This time
corresponds to the time of reaching majority when the
child is indentured until of age. Sometimes however chil-
dren are only indanﬁured until eighteen and are then,
especially boys, almost invariably able to care for them-
selves, in which case they are formally declared sglf-sup-
porting, which involves record of that fact in all books

in which their names are found together with the entry of

the names on a list of all echildren who have become self-
C\
%supporting. We follow the same formula in recording the

i - {%
A%facts of any of our children ceaslng to be wards. %F

One of our most imporfant records is our system of daily
reports in which is kspt a record of the numbsar of
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number placed out each day.

The following is a statsment of one day’s report.

BOys received, 2
#» returned from homes, ‘ 0
Total number of boys reczived, 2
Boys placzd in homss, 2
» raturnzd to countiss, 0
» died, 0
» rgstored to parents, 0

Total number of boys placad out, 2

Boys in th2 institution, 103
» in homes on trial, 49
» belonging, 212

.Girls recsived,

» returned from homes,

%\-

children prssent, number on trial, number received, and

!
)

)
CAERY
MU




L Ecole Publigue e ' Flat de /’Wz'c/%z'm%.

QALY ;,leﬁ@_jé, AT T T B

i © . ) CARDS
Eéggﬁ@ TR S o G
% U@\ﬂ\ .'
W &
T E

‘Ol
P
|
b
i
&2
7 i’gfiﬁu
Aoy seiifitng

S52.

L Lcole Publgue de ' Ftat de _Michizan.
hvb% T T T oy

@

%T Girls placed in homes, 1

» returnad to countiss, 0
”

dlbu, O
» restored to parants, 0

r——

Total number of girls placed out, 1

Girls in the institutilon, 206
» in homes on trial, 45
» helonging, 71

Whole number in the institution, 189

» » on trial, 94
» » belonging, 283

) This may be taken as an example of our daily statsment.

®

Owing to our constantly recaiving and placing children,

& hardly any two days statements ars aliksz. %F
AN

At the close of each month a summary is made which

}%4Q:%;r%i;5**——*-_———%&%%Xﬁ% —@Ff%iEF;@_§
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% %F consists of a statoment of the disposition of all chil- ®
Vf i : Vf dren received sinces the opening of the school, The fol-{%
) | ; T I
Jj ’ Tg ' %T lowing is the summary for the month ending, Dec. 31, 188
T ,
Received since the school opened in May, 1874, 2607
On indenture the first of the month, 883
» » become opsrative during the month, 38
» trial, 96
Not reported for ovar one year, 5
. Total from whom reports ara to be obtained, 1022
Remaining in th2 institution, 183
Total present wards of the school, 1205
Returnsd to counties, 313
Died in the school and in families since
May, 1874, 84
‘j Have become self-supporting, 298
i
Ai ® Havse becen restored to parants, 330 i%
% %% » » adoptad, 197
@K& 4  Have become of age, 141
&%) i
%%y§§§§%>~@ e
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!
The second division of the clark’s work consists t%
of corraspondsnce which is carriad on under the direc-
tion of th2 Superintandent, It consists of answering ap-
plications for childrens arranging for their transfer
from this imstitution to the homes obtained for them,
answering inquiries of parents and friends in regard to
children, and other correspondence of a miscellaneous
character, So large 1s the correspondence that gach
morning is almost entir2ly given up to it and the re-
mainder of the work is accomplished in the afternoon.
Mors children are placed in homes by means of correspond-

ence than in any other way., Every lettar that is re-

ceivad in the office is kept on file and can be easily

referred to at any time. EVery letter that is sent from

the office is copied in a copying book, which is 1ndexed§§
IN
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necessary financial records, and attending to the de—

DG Y.
1 - ) . %
ﬂ& %) of the institution and for special purpos3s, keeping {F

#T tails of the work necessary to keep child in his proper M%
place in cottage, school, and work,.

Of the three copies of each voucher made, one is

Kkt PR

sent to the Auditor General, one to ths Treasurer, and
the oth:r is kspt in th2 office of the school. The fol-

lowing is a sample voucher.

Michigan State Publiec School,

To Amos Stevens, Dr,

To making 48 suits, at $1.25 $60.00

» » 1 coat, n .75 .« 75

» » 54 caps, - « 20 10.80

» » 1 pr, pants, « 50

9 » = ] suit, | 1.75

$73., 80

&/

S,
—

9 =

L Lj{
Gy
Q%% gi% These vouchers must be presentad to the Treasurer for
L
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payment and
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ar : numbsred by him when he pays them. This one was

numbaerad 217 it being thae 217th. paid since Jan. 1,

%T ing certificate;
To the Treasurer of the State Public School,
I certify that‘the disbursement represanted by
the within aceount is authorized, and that the items ars
corract,
Wesley Segrs, Supt.
They must also be aﬁproved by the President of the Board

of @ontrol,

Filing.
As oach child is réceivad into the school he is assign-
ed an envelops on which is stated his number, name, county

sent from, and date of admission. In this envelop2 are

©\ kept all papers pertaining to the child; Probate Order,

All of our records are kept in a fire-proof vault

Z@ reports, important letters, &c. i?
Z\
2
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his vault is six feet long, six, wid2, and 2levan fest

Its walls ars two feet thick, and it is ce¢losad by ﬂ&

éjdouble iron doors, the outer door being much heavier <a

-2

than ths inner, and is lockad by a combination lock.

On oneiside are shelves for the books and numbered pig-
eon holes in which are kept vouchers and other miscella-
neous papers., The other side of the vault is given up
to pigeon holes which contain the file envelopes of the
children. These are filed according to number, twenty-
five in each pigeon hols,

To avoid troubls to the guardians of our children
we do not allow any to examine the records except offic-
ial visitors or by special order of the Supt. A number
of children have had to be returned to the school be-
cause of the interferenc: of parents or friends who had

learned of their whersabouts and for that reason it seems

C .
5 best to give no information as to the whersabouts of chlLi%

I taining to the children are carafully locked up whenever

Z@ dren after they are placed in homes, All records per- ﬁx
IS
Y
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So far as present knowledge of the work and pres-

W,A ent experience ( which has been attained by fifteen years
%T of expansion and development) allow one to judge the

system of records of the State Public School seems to

be complete and very nearly if not gwite perfect,
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The Kinderparten

Vf of the

Sy

Michigan Stete Publie School,

—@

By Miss Sarah B.‘Goodman,

Teach:r of the Kindergartan Conncecting Class.

In Deceomber, 1884, the Board of Control, on the rec-
ommsndation of th2 Superintendsnt, dacided to add a kin-

derparten to the departments of the school. Up to this

time, it had besn thought impracticable, but so many

b P

e

C

young children had been admitted, that 1t ssaemaed now al-

most & na2cessity.

Xetese

Accordingly, a pleasant sunny room was fitted up
with tables, chairs, and a supply of material, and the

kindergarten was opened with about thirty children, from

W thrs: to eight years of age. At first only one teacher

was employed, with two of the oldar boys as asslstants,

i
but the class prospered, and it was finally decided to %F

inereas= the number of childran and employ a young lady,

Nyl
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5 &> as assistant. This was accordingly done. About this
W ¥ T
I %& time, the kindergarten was removed, with the other schoo%%
WT i Wf roomg , from the main building to the largest cottege, i
AT i% 4F which had been fitted up especially for school purposes,ﬁ?
four large rooms, two abovs and two below, accommodating
‘ the different schools with much better school rooms than
§ the main building had afforded.
é The departments of the school are all primary, as thd
; § average‘age of the children is only about s3ven years.
| E The two rooms on the sscond floor were givan up to the
; more advanced grades, while below were the first primary
% grade and the kindergarten. Theé new room was about 46
é by 206 1-2 feet with a large recsss at one side, afford-
§ ing room for a capacious circle painted on the floor,
§ which serves for games, marches, and the various evolu-
% tions which are so much to the advantage of a kinder-
] 5 cw garteﬁ. At each side were placad tables, three on one Iﬁ
? | ' % 'é ' .? side, and two on the other, which accommodate fifty L
4& %& ;’ E chairs., Thus fifty little ones began what was to them %F
gﬁ% | §K§ g @1& an intense delight. It was thought best to have two

%%# - 5 é%a
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%T the new play-school. Visitors often made the remark that(u
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long one in the morning, and the childrsn could scarcely

wait through the intermission, so delighted were they witqi

3

if the kindergarten did no other good, it was worth all it
had cost to give such delight to the little ones, so many
of whom had known so little of pleasure in their short
lives,

The average age of the children continued to grow less,
and so many little ones came in, and the influence of the
system seemed so beneficent that in Nov. 1887, an addition
to the school house was built affording two new rooms,
pleasanter, in some fespects, than the old ones. One of
these rooms was held in reserve for a possible time when
the school may be larger than now and in the other was

opened an.. advanced department of the kindergarten, as

a sort of connecting class between the kindsrgarten prop-ié
er and the first primary grade,
The new department accommodates thirty-two and re- %F

somewhat the first kindergarten which was crowded,
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; like a school room - the other half being filled by four%F
Vf small kindergarten tables, which accommodate a class of i
ﬂ> sixteen - a large sand table, which affords graat pleas-ig
ure and a piano, which of course is indispensable, The
floor, in place of a circle, for which there was not
room, is provided with lines making various convolutions
which form, when followed by the busy little feet, a
pretty march.

It frequently happens that children are received
from seven to nine years of age, too old forathe kinder-
garten, which is now composed of 1little ones from three
to six years old, but who need the exact discipline to
be found in the kindergarten occupations. These are

placed in the *connecting class” and gradually worked

up from sewing, weaving, and perforating to the begin-

o nings of reading, writing, and number work.

el

To those who have carefully watched the children

who have passed through the two departments, the result

o

@i§ has been very satisfactory. The brightest ones of cours
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; soon go

i % Vf and the

¢~ : _ﬁ mind or

? | ?J prevent
dren,
perhaps

but material well calculatsd to test the systam and prove
its worth. A number of the children, whom the most char-
itable judgment could but pronouncs3 barely above thse line
of feebleg-mindadness, have so far improvad undar the
traininggas to show more intallig:2nce than was sver looksd;
for from
homes and do w3ll, whilo those who wer2 alrsady poss3ssed
of bright wits and k321 aminds have davalopad wmuch fastar

and in spite of early neglect have become lovable and

4>nneed no explanation hsere The

fifﬁig%-4a:%:"%i?§~——————~ﬁ_g_j@\i

The result is a class of children not so pleasant

charming children, who might be taken into any one's fam-
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to homes and do not stay to complete the course %x

ona@s who are left are mostly feeble in body or {%

I

so disagregabla in appearance or character as to TE

their being selected by persons who come for chil

to work with or so satisfactory to the teachers,

tham, and ar2 in a fair way to b2 placsd in

ily without doing 1t discredit,. ié
The ordinary course  of work is the same as in mostJF

kindergartens which is now becoming so well known as to
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nunb3r, &c., the eircle-ganzs and wmarchzs, ars all pro-

the kindergarten occupations ars still carrizd on, with

vided for and carried out. In the advanced departmant, %%

somawhat morz elaborats plans of work, as th2 childr:n
are older and better able to axocute their ideas. The
work is gradually»brought up to the beginnings of reading)
writing, and counting, and making figures. The children
aceept it all with pleasure, hardly knowing the differ—
ence between these and other “sames”, although they now
speak proudly of their “work”, and carry to thei? cof—
tage homes the little slips of paper with their first at-
tempts at writing with as wmuch pride and satisfaction:as
they do their pratty weaving-mats or sewing-cards

The valus of the tsachings in regard to morality,

truthfulness, regard for others, honesty, tempsrance, and

Fa
PR—

the like, can scarcaly be over-estimated. I Songs and iﬁ

AL games, in play and work, in every occupation, it is

I sought to impress these id2as and to crowd out from the i
@K% little minds the avil that too oftzn seesws the one %%%

)
s @3 5 L
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>thing thoroughly impressed upon them.

In fine, the four yzars’ “experiment” with the kind- {F

J

!

7ergarten has quite thoroughly established 1t as a fixture.i
7 %jThe State Public School, without its kindergarten, would t?
now be scarcely complete. Three teachers arc now employ-
ed, and from sixty to eighty happy 1littl: ones, about one-
third of the whole number in the school, are dally under
their carz, It is one of the most attractive and charm-
ing features of the school to visitors, and to those most

interested seems to be an undisputed success,
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HEITITITE BAGLEY =%

CHRISTMAS, 1888
e
Htate Vublic Sehool,
COLDWATER, MICHIGAN.

B Nores T issu Ex-Gov, and Mes, BAGLEY established
B oo fund in trast with the Boarb or CONTROL OF THE
STy PUBLIC SCHOOL. in memory ot their dauehitor

O S

\v/ H Woerroe: the intevest each Christmas 1o be expended for gl
Yig R the individual henetit of the children of this Xehool, H
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The State Public School, Coldwater, Mioh;

Special Report of the Agent of the School to the Board of Control for the w
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NoTe.~Give names of County Agents and Superintendents of Poor seen, and state their interest in this work. S'
if the Poor House was visited, and if any children admissable to this School were found there. Give any other
portant facts relating to the children. : 3




MR. WESLEY SEARS,

s e e

Supt. STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL, COLDWATER, MICE.

Dear Sir:—1I herewith send you my reportof................

.................. placed with. .. ........ ... ... ... ... L

................ who resideson............,inthe...........

..Countyof ... .. ...l

Stateof .. .. .................. ........nearest railroad station is

© PN e oo W o

c.and........P. Q. addressis......... ...l

Its physiecal conditionis................ ...
Itis making............ . progress .in school.
It has attended school. . . e .. months.
Tt does.......... atﬁend Church and Sunday School.
Itis........obedient.
It is........industrious,
Its oceupation is.......... ... el
Its moral conditionis..................

..do........like the child.

10. Ttis........contented.

S (R TR
12 . Itls ....................................................
13 . .T.h.e. home 1 ; ............................................
Lbe The DOOBIE 81 e eee s
15 . I rec;);x;x;lend ............................................
REMARKSE e eeee e
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ﬁ %ﬁ | THE STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL
l - .

ﬂ " ﬂ% | FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.

ADVANCE SHERT FROM S. B. MCORACKEN'S FORTHCOMING WORK, ‘ MICHIGAN AND THE

CENTENNIAL.”

i e o b L Tnn e

The State Public School, at Coldwater, exhibited a quarto volume containing
a lithographic view of the buildings; ten photographic views, exteriors and
interiors ; plan of cottages; plan of grounds; outline plan of all the buildings;
annual reports of the boards of control for 1874-5; and a well written manu-
script entitled, “The Michigan State Public School for Dependent Children,
Its Plans, Aims and History,” prepared at the request of the State Board of
Centennial Managers for the Centennial Exhibition, by Hon. C. D. Randall, of
Coldwater, and of which the sketch which follows is an abridgment. Mr.
Randall was the author, in the Michigan Senate of 1871, of the law establishing
the State Public School, is Secretary, Treasurer and a member of the Board of
Control of that institution, and Vice-President of the National Prison Reform
Congress. There was also exhibited a manuscript entitled, “ An Account of
the Operations of the State Public School since its Organization, together with
“Class Examinations, Blanks, etc.,” by Lyman P. Alden, Superintendent. A medal
and diploma was deservedly awarded for the collective exhibit, giving, as it
does, a complete and comprehensive ‘view of this noble charit;ible institution.

i’
1

The Michigan State Public School for Dependent Children has a twofold character: First, It
is a temporary educational home for the children of the poor, to which poverty alone grants
admission. Second, It is a merciful agency to restore a child that has lost its- natural home to a
family home and to society. In its character first named, it is a branch of the educational depart-
ment of the Staté—purely a school—making all its reports to the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

fti HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE SKETCH.
o
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566 ' MICHIGAN AND THE CENTENNIAL,

By means of this school, the Michigan educational system is so far perfected that all healthy,

dependent children of sound mind may be educated, beginning in this as dependents and completing-
the course in our University, the entire system being based on free education. By the two
characteristics named, this is the only government institution of the kind existing in any country.
It is established and maintained entirely by the State for dependent children, who, without it,
would have no home excepting such as private charity or the county poor-house might provide.
There were two motives leading to its establishment, and they were: First, to benefit these
children. Second, to benefit the State. The children are to be benefited by removing them from
the streets and county-houses to good homes where they would be under moral and educational
influences. The State to be benefited by preventing the increase of pauperism and crime, by
cutting off their most fruitful sources, thus purifying society and reducing the burden of taxation.
It is not, however, penal or reformatory. No taint of crime, by reason of the manner of its
admission, attaches to any inmate, any more than it does to those in our district schools. No-
ministers of offended law bring children to its doors. In all other government institutions in this
country and in Europe for children, crime, on sentence or suspension of sentence, gives admission
to all or part of their inmates. But this school has no connection whatever with our penal system.
Of course, its influences are preventive, but only in the same manner as are our churches and
public schools. Dependency, with physical and mental health and proper age, alone admits. The
plan is original with Michigan, and as its operations have attracted so much attention from

legislators and scholars in social science at home and abroad, the writer has been requested to-

make this statement of its plan and aims, and of the causes leading to its establishment, for the
purpose of showing the policy of governments maintaining such schools. The facts here given
are mainly founded on the public records of this State, and where they are not, then on the
personal recollections of the writer, who was connected with the project at its origin in the
Michigan Senate, and has been most of the time since then in an official capacity.

This institution is a very natural development of our modern Christian civilization, that
operates to unite the humanities and economies. It is the direct outgrowth of a sentiment in
society that has been increasing for many years in favor of dependent children, which asked of

governments, rather than of private charity, the amelioration of their condition. This sentiment’

has been mainly developed by the discussions of problems in social science by national and inter-
national conventions, associations, prison reform congresses, etc., held in this country and in Europe
for the purpose of perfecting systems of prison discipline, and to recommend measures for the better
prevention of pauperism and crime. The addresses and papers of those taking part in these
discussions have been published and widely circulated, read with interest, and have exerted a
powerful influence in all civilized nations, to carry on and perfect the work began by John
Howard alone in the last century. These influences have already established a more reformatory
treatment of prisoners, and have provided correctional homes for criminal and vagrant children.
In this State they have given us a house of correction, an intermediate prison, a reform school
and a rebuilt State prison, under improvéd management. At the same time, our jails have nearly
been vacated as places of punishment, and our county poor—houses are on the average much better
adapted to their purposes. But more than this, these influences have in this State inaugurated
the preventive system embodied in the State Public School, of which our present chief executive
said in a late meséage, it “will accomplish as much if not more real good than any yet founded
by the State.” o
The influences named had early practical effect upon the minds of public men of this State
which led to official enquiry. The first official action in this regard, suggesting the propriety and
necessity of investigation in matters pertaining to pauperism and crime, was by Gov. H. P.
Baldwin, who, in the fall of 1868, before assuming the duties of the office to which he had been

g -

STATE REPRESENTATION AT PHILADELPHIA. 567

«elected, visited several of the State institutions and some of the county jails and poor-houses, and
became convinced of the necessity of improvement in the general management, and a revision of
our laws relative to them. He, therefore, in his inaugural message, recommended a revision and
the appointment of a commission to examine and consider the whole subject connected with our
punitive and reformatory institutions, and to report on or before the meeting of the next
Legislature. In accordance with this recommendation, a joint resolution authorized (Laws of
1869, page 442) and the Governor appointed the commission during that session. The
appointees were, Dr. 8. 8. Cutter of Coldwater, Hon. C. I. Walker of Detroit, and Hon. F. H.
Rankin of Flint, gentlemen eminently qualified for the peculiar and difficult .work allotted
them. They spent several months in their investigations, visiting many of our county and our
State institutions, and extending their researches into other States by visiting their public institu-
tions. Their report to the Legislature of 1871 was able and exhaustive, covering most of the
questions in social reform attracting public attention, showing careful research, and containing
many valuable recommendations. In submitting this report, Gov. Baldwin, in his message in
January, 1871, called especial attention to the facts and recommendations therein relative to
-dependent children, in and out of the county poor-houses, and asked for legislation for their relief,
This report gave the number of these children under sixteen years of age, and gave a vivid
account of their lamentable condition in the county poor-houses. It showed very plainly there was
not, nor could there be, in such asylums, any separation or classification of inmates, so that from
necessity the children were kept in close contact with the adult inmates of both sexes, who were
often the physical, mental and moral wrecks of their own excesses. They also had to associate
daily, in crowded rooms, with the diseased, insane and idiotic. In such a school of ignorance and
vice as this, which the average county poor-house afforded (and they are no worse in this than in
other States) with all these evil influences about them, the prospects for the young were gloomy
indeed. And these influences operated strongly to attach the child permanently to the pauper
and criminal class in which he was reared ; the system thus working most effectually to propagate
and perpetuate, from one generation to another, a dependent and criminal class of very low mental
and physical type, the ratio of increase therein being disproportionate to the increase of population.
T;Few could be saved to a better life in such’ surroundings, and hence, in order to save them and

to protect society, they must be removed to a better home, where they should have moral and -

;:educational training. This, in outline, was the scheme which for many years had been recom-
mended by writers in social science, boards of State charities, etc., and was endorsed by our
special commission in its report. The recommendation of this commission that the State should
lassume control of, educate and provide for its dependent children, was the first official one made
’in this State. The facts and arguments, so well and forcibly stated in this' report, brought the
Iwhole matter before the people and the Legislature, making the necessity of State intervention
iand remedy quite apparent, and was the moving cause of favorable sction thereon at that time,
‘This preceding legislative action by special ‘investigation has always been a peculiar feature of
‘Michigan legislation. Judge Campbell, in his admirable and scholarly Political History of Michigan,
lately published, in speaking of the establishment of our asylum at Kalamazoo, says:
“ Chancellor Walworth visited personally all the institutions of that kind in the United States.
%Dr. Pitcher and Dr. Bela Hubbard had made a study of the treatment of insanity and were well-
linformed of the condition of the principal asylums.”

1 The commissioners suggested three plans of relief, seeming to prefer them in the order named,
%as follows : First, Establish a State agency by which dependent children could be removed from
;ithe county poor-houses and placed directly in families. Second, Remove them from the coun’gy
ipoor-houses to private orphan asylums, the expense of their support therein to be paid by the
State. If neither of these plans proved practicable, then: Third, Establish a State primary
.jschool “after the plan of that in Monson, Mass.” Preference and prominence was given the plan
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second named, in the following language: “It would be well for the State to encourage the
-jestablishment of private orphan asylums, by placing therein as many of these children as the
iofficers of these institutions are willing to receive, and allowing them an amount for their main-
itenance which would equal the expense of keeping them in the alms-house.”” Neither of these

plans was fully adopted, the Legislature proving the more radical, and established an institution,

Ithough in some respects like the Massachusetts one, yet being a school and not a penal establish-
ment—it was new, and as an educational, preventive scheme, far in advance of any before proposed.
(When the Legislature of 1871 convened, it was soon generally understood that the matters treated
¢by the special commission would furnish some of the most important work of the session. It was

tearly decided there should be a joint committee of the Senate and House, composed of thé

jcommittees on the Reform School and State Prison in the Senate, and the like committees in the
House, forming a body of sixteen members. By request of the chairman of the special commission
;the writer accepted the chairmanship of the Senate committee on the Reform School, which would
fmake him chairman of the joint committee. The joint committee also elected him chairman,
During the usual vacation of a few days, the joint committee visited our State charitable, penal
jand reformatory institutions, and on its return held several meetings, discussing freely what
jrecommendations should be made. After a full discussion, the committee instructed the chairman
o report as he did February 15th, 1871. (See the Senate journal of that date.) This report
(Iargely adopted the views and conclusions of the special commission in regard to needed improve-
ments in our penal and reformatory institutions, and also in regard to proposed aid for dependent;
]chlldren The following language was then used in this report, which was the first appearance of

‘the subject in that or in any other previous Legislature: “ Your committee also recommend that.
-among the institutions of this State there be established, at an early day, a State Public School,

after the plan of that in Massachusetts, for the maintenance and education of indigent children.
‘This class is now generally kept in our poor-houses, which are unfit places in which to rear and
‘educate boys and girls, and whence it cannot be expected they will go bettered in mind and
,momls It would be a noble work for the State to do, and it is to be hoped that it will soon

take them in its fostering care.”” When this report was drawn the writer was not aware that the
Massachusetts institution recommended was partially penal and reformatory. Two days after the
submission of this report, a petition was presented to the Senate, signed by a large number of the
citizens of Adrian; also a memorial signed by the officers of the Michigan Orphan Asylum, a
very worthy private charity of that city, both of which requested the Legislature to appropriate
money in aid of that institution. The petition stated, * * * * “we earnestly endorse the
recommendation of said commissioners, and believe it would be wise for the State to encourage
ithe establishment of orphan asylums by placing therein as many of these children as the officers
of such institutions are willing to receive, and allowing them an amount for their maintenance.”
Both petition and memorial endorse especially this recommendation of the commission, and
‘ask the Legislature, “that you afford such association such aid as shall seem meet and proper
upon an investigation of its merits.”” These papers are printed in full in the Senate journal of
that date. They were réferred to the joint committee, where they received due consideration. No
formal report was made thereon, but the chairman replied informally to the friends of that asylum
‘that his committee considered the aiding of private institutions out of public funds as of doubtful
propriety. That our State constitution had virtually prohibited the extension of such aid by
providing that public funds should not be used for private benefit but by a two-thirds vote of the
Legislature. Besides this, the granting of such aid would tend to involve our State in the same
‘politica.l embarrassments it had others, where aid had been extended to sectarian schools and
asylums. That this sectarian aid savored too much of the union of church and State, and was
‘against the settled policy of our government. The friends of this asylum did not further press
‘their claim, and when the project of the State Public School was brought. forward they gave it
.as _did others, their cordial support.

The asyhrm named was organized in 1865 and redrganized in 1868. It has done & good worlgs s
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having by private charity alone provided some 300 dependent children with good homes. Since
the opening of the State Public School it has kept up its organization only to supervise those who
were indentured. There are, and have existed for a long time, several important and worthy
private charities in this State that have contributed very much to educate the public mind and
prepare it for favoring those of a broader character founded on State support. The most prominent
among these is the Ladies’ Protestant Orphan Asylum of Detroit. This was organized in June,
1836, by some of the most prominent ladies of that city. It has during its life of forty years
placed in good homes about 1,500 dependent children, and still continues its labors of love, having
on the average about thirty children in its care. To use its own language: “The object of the
association is to provide a temporary home for dependent children until a family home is found.”
This in outline is the same as the State Public School, and as much as any other foreshadowed
it. Detroit has other very worthy and long-established children’s homes. St. Vincent Orphan
Asylum, which was established twenty-seven years ago; St. Anthony’s Male Orphan‘ Asylum, incor-
porated in 1867 ; Woman’s Hospital and Foundlings’ Home, established in 1868; Home of the
Friendless, established in 1861 ; House of Providence, in 1869 ; and the Industrial School, which
has been in operation nineteen years. Grand Rapids is entitled to great credit for its Union Benevo-
lent Association and its St. Mark’s Home. All these institutions are doing noble work, and are
often the pioneers of our State institutions.

The special commission, though presenting very convincing testimony and strong arguments,
accompanied them with no bill as the embodiment of their scheme in regard to legislation for the
benefit of the class of children referred to. In other countries commissions generally present the bill
in their report. But in this country the drafting of laws is usually left to a body of men, none
of whom have identified themselves with the project, and most of whom are inexperienced in
legislation. The joint committee, in its first report, though presenting other bills at that time,
presented none for the benefit of dependent children. But subsequently in the session the writer,
after giving the subject as careful a study as he could in the haste of our short sessions, became
more strongly impressed that it was time the State should assume control of these children. The
first fifty days of the session, after which no bills could be introduced, were rapidly drawing to a
close, and without the aid of precedents, for none existed for the institution desired, he prepared
such a plan as to him seemed nearest right as an educational preventive project based on our

‘common school system, having no regard to our penal or reformatory systems. Reports of com-

missions of various states, especially in Ohio and Massachusetts, furnished useful suggestions, but
none the basis for the organic law of the proposed school, for they all treated of institutions of
a mixed character, partly penal or reformatory, none having treated of an institution purely pre-
ventive, beginning with children before they had become criminal. Michigan already had a
Reforni School, so there was no good reason for establishing one of a mixed character. Govern-
ments, through all the ages, had never treated the dependent children question correctly. The
poor-house, the work-house, the industrial schools, have always, especially in England, received
the innocent and criminal alike, and put them under the same treatment, with the same associ-
ations. Under this regime dependent children became criminals, and the governments not as a
remedy but as a mnecessity, erected large and expensive reformatories and prisons, to reform or
punish those whom earlier preventive treatment, in all probability, would have saved to a better
fate. It was believed when the question of the plan of the school was-considered, that while
reformatories were necessary and useful, yet with the dependent children prevention was much
more just and economical, and, had in itself far more the elements of safety. As education was
conceded to be the hest preventive of pauperism and crime, especially when assisted by moral
and religious training, in drafting the plan of the proposed school it was the aim of the writer
to construct the scheme directly on the educational basis of our common school system, com-
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bining temporary support of the younger dependent children in a home under the supervision of -

the State during minority. So, on that plan was the bill drawn, disconnected entirely with our
penal system, so that no taint of crime on sentence, or suspension thereof, should attach to any
inmates; so that mone in after life should ever have cause to blush that he had been a ward
of the State in a school where the house had been built and the school maintained by the same
system of taxation that supports the common schools of the State.

That the plan thus drawn was a perfect presentation of the proposed scheme is not claimed.
It was only intended to outline the project, and at the same time it was framed so as to grant
to- the board of control of the school full discretionary powers to amplify it by proper regula-
tions not inconsistent with the law. The act, however, with the amendments of 1873 and /1875,
- drawn by the writer, has so far pe}fected it, that it appears to operate with no disturbing effect
upon the poor-law system of the State, and beneficially in the directions desired. .

The law thus drawn on the plan named, originating from the influences and sources stated,

was on the 22d day of Februoary, 1871, the last day of the session for introducing bills, presented
in the Senate and referred to the joint committee. (See Senate Journal of that date.) On the
3d day of March, after a full discussion of the bill, by the unanimous instruction of his com-
mittee, the chairman returned the bill to the Senate with the recommendation for its passage,
accompanying the bill with a written report setting forth the reasons in favor of establishing the
new State charity. The following extract is given from this report, as the language outlines the
bill, and states what has been so far the seftled policy of the school:

“Your committee earnestly and unanimously recommend the passage of the accompanying -

bill by which the State will become the guardian of these children, and taking them as wards
into its control, will provide for them suitable homes in good families, and until that can be
done will maintain and educate them in a State Public School. * * * 'That the children, and
any one interested in their behalf, should only recognize the proposed establishment as a tempo-
rary home while the child is on its way to its natural place in the family.” :

This measure soon found in the Legislature many friends and no active opponents. While it
was under consideration the following gentlemen visited Lansing, and in public addresses favored
it, viz: Z.-R. Brockway, Esq.; Hon. C. I. Walker; Rev. E. C. Wines, D. D., LL. D., the noted
philanthropist of “international reputation; Rev. Dr. Mahan, President of Adrian Collegé; and

Rev. Dr. Gillespie, now Bishdp of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of Western Michigan. No’

address was made in either house in opposition to the bill. The scheme in the main had heen
recommended by the special commission, by the joint committee, and. the press. On its final pass-
age in the Senate there were 23 ayes and 4 noes. In the House there were 73 ayes and 10 noes.
It received the signature of Gov. Baldwin April 17th; and became the first government institu-
tion ever established exclusively for the children of the poor to which poverty alone givesadmis-
sion. The Hon. C. I. Walker, of Detroit, who was one of the most efficient members of the
special commission, and who on the establishment of the permanent State Board of Charities and
Corrections was made a member of that Board and its President, was in 1878 appointed by Gov.
Bagley his deputy to attend the National Prison Reform Congress, held in Baltimore. In his
address to that body he correctly says of the Michigan State Public School: _

“This grand public charity is an outgrowth resulting from the investigation made by the
special commissioners appointed in 1869 to examine the State penal and reformatory institutions, and
county poor houses and jails. They urged the establishment of a State Primary School. * * *
The establishment of this institution seems to us a step eminently,taken in the right direction.”
The Judge has always taken a warm and intelligent interest in this School since he so strongly
recommended it in his admirable report. ; ' ’

Judge Campbell, in his excellent history of Michigan, referred to before, gives place to the
following history and encomiums: : ’

STATE REPRESENTATION AT PHILADELPHIA. o 571

“A most valuable and humane scheme was adopted in 1871, under the recommendation of
Gov. Baldwin, whereby much wiser provision is made for the prevention of juvenile depravity.
A law was then passed to establish a State public school for dependent childven. This is fixed at
Coldwater, and the plan has been well devised and carefully put in execution under the per-
sonal care of Governors Baldwin and Bagley, and is apparently judicious and well adapted to
promote the welfare of the young persons who are thus snatched from vicious surroundings.”

This paper having given an outline of the plan and aims in the history of the project, a full
abstract of the law is unnecessary. For the law in full reference is made to acts No. 172 of

- 1871, No 144 of 1873, and No. 58 of 1875. Also to the report of the special commission, in

volume 2 of joint documents of 1870, and reports of the joint committee in the Senate journal
of 1871, pages 462 and 784. T

The organic law of the school appropriated $30,000, and the citizens of Coldwater donated
the site and $25,000 to secure the location in that city, where the commissioners located it by
reason of such donation and the suitableness of the place. A further appropriation was made in
1873, and the buildings were completed and opened in May, 1874, The capacity was increased
by legislative aid in 1875, so as to accommodate, as it now does, 250 children.

The buildings are on the congregate and cottage plans combined, there being the main build-
ing and wings, in which are the Superintendent’s residence and office, dormitories for the matron.
lteachers, and other employes, the school-room in the wings, the dining room and kitchen in the
| rear projection, ‘and the store-rooms, work-rooms, shkqe—shop, sewing-room, laundry, engine and
boiler-room etc., in the basement, which extends under all the main building and wings, In the
rear of th(f main building, and connected with the same by a covered passage-way, are.the';éight
icottages for about thirty children each, who are in charge of a lady cottage-manager in each, whose
jduties are similar to those of a mother with a smaller family. - The capacit}r? of the school can”
‘be increased by the addition of cottages only. The children are taught the common English:
Fbranehes, as in our district schools. So far as their age will permit, they are taught how to
fwork—the boys on the farm of 41 acres, in the garden, in" the shoe-shop, and to make their own’
j::clothing. The girls assist in making their clothing, do house-work, etc. Special effort is made to
cultivate in the children industrious habits. Life in this institution, with a good school, moral and’
religious (not sectarian) training, wholesome food, comfortable clothing, kind treatment with good
discipline, soon produces excellent effects upon these children. The poor-house look,” so apparent:
inn many when first admitted, with the tendency and almost longing for the old vagrant life'
‘jwith some, soon passes away, and their cheerful, healthy appearance, their proficiency in their
work and in their school, make them compare very favorably with the same number of children
fa,ttending our district schools. Their moral culture has- proper attention, as required by law,
both in cottages and school-rooms, and religious services are held for the children each Sun-
ida,y 'i}1 the chape.l, COIldl‘]Cted by the Superintendent, and assisted by ladies and gentlemen from
?he city, representing various religious denominations. The older boys, often fifty at one time, in-
1‘charge of some teacher or manager, attend service in some one of the city churches. -

The children entitled to admission are those of sound mind and sound body, under sixteen
]years of age that are dependent on the public. Until the buildings have a capacity for all such in
‘'the State, the admissions to the school are divided pro rata among the counties in proportion to
the number in each that are admissible. They are sent here by the superintendents of the poor,
on the decision of the judge of probate of the county where they belong. On the child being
‘brought before the judge, with the certificate of the superintendents of the poor, that in their
gopinion the child is dependent, he hears the testimony as to its alleged dependence, and if he
iconsiders it dependent, the child is sent here with a copy of the decision and an abstract of the

"‘evidence, which paper forms the basis of the child’s history, which is kept upon the records of
‘the institution. The law réquires the board of control to place theire children in good family
homes as soon as practicable. '
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The board has power to appoint an agent of the school; to have charge of this work. There o IS . , o

is also an agent in each principal county, appointed by the Governor, charged with the duty of L Lcole %O/Zg we de I Ftat e /% ZC%Z,U(,Z 7.
finding good homes and supervising the children after indenture. All such indentures contain a. °©
iclause reserving the right in the board to cancel the same and retake the child when its good
jrequires it. No child can be indentured unless the State agent, and the agent of the sthool (who
is now the superintendent), decides the proposed home a proper one. The whole career of the
child during minority, is carefully watched over, and all of its interests zealously protected by the T
State as by an own parent. ' : F)
The institution is in charge of a board of control appointed by the Governor, and confirmed . V—F

1

i

by the Senate, for a term of six years each. At this date, this board consists of Charles E.

Mickley, of Adrian, president; C. D. Randall, of Coldwater, secretary and treasurer, and James
Burns, of Detroit. This board has quite full discretionary powers. It establishes the system of
government for the school, engages all employes, and fixes their salaries, on approval of the
'Governor. The niore direct management is in the resident superintendent, to whom is delegated

ﬁle‘{‘rge discretionary powers, and with whom is principally the responsibility of success. The present

superintendent is Mr. Lyman P. Alden, a collegiate and successful business gentleman. -

j So far the execution of this scheme has been very successful, and appears to give satisfaction -
to the people as a very useful agency to save our dependent children to a better life, and decrease

@merism and crime. » S
For many generations in this country, and in Europe, governments have treated dependents

so that pauperism, crime and - consequent taxation have increased with the growth of population
‘and the accumulation of wealth, more rapidly than the increase of population. The higher
civilization became developed the more misery and degradation was there in the lower classes. In
‘England the ratio of dependents to the population for many years has averaged about one in
twenty. In the United Sta,’ges, by the census of 1870, it was one in 332, and in Michigan, by the_
same census, one in 462. This condition in England has been reached under the old system that »
iprovides only for children after they become criminals. In this country, under the old system, *
~with an over-crowded population, we may acquire all of England’s burthen of pauperism and
crime. It hence becomes a serious question for legislators and social scientists, whether by the
Michigan educational preventive system America may not be saved from becoming what England
‘in crime and pauperism now is. _ '

This scheme of a State Public School for dependent children is believed to inaugurate a new:
‘era, in educational and preventive work. It is receiving the careful consideration of scholars in ,
social science, and legislators at home and abroad, who, with us, are hoping it may prove a very;
‘useful agency, created by the social necessities of the age to develop and maintain the purity of
the race.
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Note.—The following is the text of the report of the judges, as accepted by the United States Centennial i
Commission, and in conformity with which an award of diploma and medal was decrced to the State Public %
School: “The undersigned, having examined the product herein described, respectfully recommend the same
to the United States Comimission for award, for the following reason, viz: For the exhibit of plans, drawings, L
historical sketches and reports, showing the advantage of the separation of children untainted by crime from
those more properly cared for in a reformiatory institution; for the. adaptation of the separate house or cottage
system to the needs of said State Public School; and for the evidence of thoughtful planning and careful .
work in the establishment.”
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s HiS‘fury, its Advantages--No Mu-
nicipal, School or Ghurch Dehts.

Its Schools and Churches.
THE STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL.

Coldwaler Free Public Library.
THE LEWIS ART GALLERY.

COLDWATER AS A CENTER OF
INDUSTRY.

Her Manufactures, Her Agricul-
tuare, the Conditions of Her
Growth and Prosperity.

Coldwater.

Whoaver shall write the history of the
early literature of Branch County—and
what county has not its earlier and then
its later literary development? —will fiad
in the files of the ancient Coldwater Sen-
tinel, an Indian historical serial by Har-
rey Forrester, called ¢ Coldwater, the In-
dian Chief,a Tale of the Pottawattamies.”
Though this was republished in the REe-
PUBLICAN & few years since, still the au-
thor and his story remeia ‘to fame un-
known.” in this story of ladianlife we
are given an account of the wars of the
chiet and his love for the beautiful Nai-
ka. We are there informed that from
this gallant warrior the name of our.city
was derived. But the story has never
supplanted the cold historical fact that
the name was derived from the river ford
just thig side the silent city of Oak Grove.
For ages before the white sails of Colum-
bus startled the red msan in his dreamy
life in the southern isles, “‘Lo,the poor In-
dian,” removing his moceasins, waded
through ths river at the ford, where his
feet struck the cold springs in the center

man had been proprietor of this beautiful
country,the abstract office fails to inform
us. I, must suffice to say that the admit-
ted Indian title was extinguished in south-
ern Michigan, excepting to some reserva-
tions, by the ¢Chicago Treaty’’ of 1821,
which was negotisted by General Cass
with the Pottawattamies, Ottawas, and
Chippewas. The Ottawas were to re-
ceive $1,000 a year forever and $1,500 per
year for fitteen years to support a black-
smith, teacher, and farmer. The Potta-
wattamies were to have $5,000 annually
for twenty years and $1,000 per year to
support a blacksmith and teacher.

To this treaty were signed over fifty In-
dian names and at their head was the
aged Topenabee, then over 100 years old.
These names are not as familiar as house-
hold words. They are not very il>wing;
and doubtless Longfellow would not have
ventured to incorporate them in a poem.
But the writer undertakes to offer here a
little tradition in verse, to prove that
there is a melody in the names of these
ancient chiefs, and a charming romauce
and pathos in the weird, sad and wild
lives of the natives of our prairies and
forests. The Indian names are taken
from the signers of the treaty, which
proves the truth of the story. This is
positively the first appearance of this po-
em. It was translated from the Potta-
wattamie exclusively for the REPUBLICAN:

In the land of To-pen-a-bee,

In the home of Match-a-pog-glish,

East of Chuck-sew-ya-bish river,

Which runs slowly through the marshes;
On whose banks since lived Wab-sco-kie,
There once dwelt the young Way-me-go,
Lover of Ka-way-sin's daughter.
Dweller she at Mick-kee-saw-be,
Pottawattamie the fairest!
Nay-on-chee-mon was the rival.

Fierce washe asSes-co ben-isk,

Or the warrior Wan-we-micke-mack,
Who once fought with She-es-haw-gan,
Over on the Co-coosh prairie!

But our hero fought no duels,

Like our long haired southern brothers;
DBrave was he—but diplomatic.

Wiser was he than the pale face.
Went at night straight to the old chief,
Saw Ka-way-sin, saw his daughter,
Gave the old man one more pony,

Than his rival had yet offered!

So he won the old man over,

5o he won the swarthy beauty,

In the wigwam of her father,

In the land of To-pen-a-bee,

e e

o of the strezm and he exclaimed in clas- ! On the flower decked prairie,
¥ ? sic Pottawattamie, <Ugh, chuck-saw-ya- ‘ At her home in Mick-kee-saw-beel )
I, bish!” meaning in the lgngunage of b's ;  But the treaty of Chicago gave this,
3 kind white brothers,who bought his lands land to the general government to be sold 5P
%ﬁ? for beads and whisky—+*Ah, cold water!” to the white man at $1 2_0 per acre; pre- ;u/ N
/Al o ) . cluding the possibility ot further romances ' ,\@[Zﬁ
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" 1iKe the foregoing, and we trust, also, thej
possjbility of miore poeins like the above |
A'year or two'after the treaty. the land
was surveyed and was soon in market.’
One of the reservations was six miles
square, known as Mick-kee-saw-bee,
named in the poem, being' the western
" one-third of Q1incy and the eastern two-
thirds of Coldwater townsbips. This
reservation delayed settlements in eastern
Branch County. But in 1827 another
treaty was made which extinguished the
Itidian title to all the reservations named
in the treaty ¢f Chicago except that of}
Nottawa-seepe in St. Joseph Conuty.
The first permanent cett'lement in the
county was en Bronson's Drairie in 1825.
The enify, of the lands on Coldwater
prairie bégan in about 1830 and perma-
nent seftlements followed. There had
been an, Indian trading post as early as

1825 on’the west bank of the river near
where the grand stand is in Osk Grove
Cemetery. In November, 1826, by an
act of the Legislative Council all the ter-
ritory to which the Iadian title was ex-
, tinguished by the treaty of Chicago, was
{ added to Lenawee County for Judicial
| purposes. By another act in 1827 all this
tetritory 80 annexed was constituted a
townshkip, named St. Joseph, and must
have had about ten thousand square
miles. This was before the organization
of the town of Green, which was about
150 miles long, north and south, ard
about 50 miles east and west at the widest
place.
- Branch County was & part of the town
of Green. In 1831 the county seat of
Branch was at Masonville, then quite a
village with 'stores, & hotel, etc., on the
prairie just east of the river. In a short
| $ime the county seat was removéd 'to the’
svijlage of Branch and after a coitested
‘county-seat war it was,in 13842; removed
) “Collwater. Nothing hag sinee’ did-

%e serenity of its locatitfi®:here,
that a few years ago gome .ambi-
And "public-spirited citizens of Bron--
-90H offered: to purchase the site of the
- coutity by the free erection of a jail and
‘eourt-honse in their village. They - have
lost the jail but have yet the court-house
kto work for! - . N

he.village of Coldwater was- platted
839, . It was incorporated by the Leg-
‘6iFeb, 29, 1887. The date in the
gipnilaws probably should read March
‘£7In 1850 the L. S. & M. 8. Ry. was
vcoiﬁp}gged through here, and in 1861 the

"eity was incorporated.
s, -Thé’schools of Coldwater date their

Lorganization from the formation of the

e\ BTR -
R

| the names of Aun Arbor and Coldwater
J familiar not only in this country but in

1 located on ope of the moss

| tell. of the pleasures and sorrows, the suc-

1 are very few ot our people fifty years of

———

district, No. 11, in 1889. The district
now embraces the same territory as the
city. The census of the district in 1839
showed the presence of 68 children be-
tween five and séventeen years of age.
The eata,blishmept-’:&t% -pablic libraries,
| the building of churches, the construction
of itfrfostiz ‘moderr-séi6ol buildings, the
,growth of business, the various fndustries
“of the city, the founding of the Lewis Art
-Gallery, mark important epochs in our
history, that will be more fally treated by
others.. :The establishment and location
here in"1871-2 of the State Pablic School
:fordependent cbildren: the first ons of
‘the kind ever undertaken by any govern-
ment,i}; one of the most important events
in our history. . The Michizan University
and the Stdte Public School have madse

Earops. MET

Bat.ia this papst we cannot tell at
length Lhe interesting story of the rise,
progress and development of our eity.
beautiful
prairies that gladdened the eyes of its first |
seitlers:* It would take msny a page to

cesses and failures, which were incident
to- our’ pioneer life. Thers sare many
names honored and revered in paace and
in war'that would-give pleasure to men-
tion hefe. The good nanse of our ci'y is
largely due to their public-spirited labors

It mns*, however, suffice here to say that
our city and county was settled by an in-
telligent, moral and progzressive people, |
who were true typical Americans. They
came mosily from New York and New
Eagland. They brought with them, as
the ancients did in their migrations, their
hoasehold gods. With our pioneers these
were the traditiopgs*aspirations, tastes,
pursuits, edueation, religion and patriot-
ism of thgf ancestors. All along the
road,.four pioneering, from Plymouth
Rock-to the Pacific, have these elements
entered into the very life of our people
and-fiowhers to a greater extent than in
our pleasant city. This, in fact, is a New |
York or New England city, transplanted
to a western home, with its schools,
churches, apd other Amercan_character-
.isties intensified and bettered by the new
home impulses and new life vigor. There

age who were not born in the Eastern
Statas. , By, the census of 188) the popu-
lation ©0f Branch. County Gonsisted ‘of
1,806 foreign and 26,185 native. The
relative proportions in the city are proba-
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bly in about the same ratio, showing that
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our people are mostly of eastern and
American origin. The foreign element
in our midst has been with us so long

that we are now all Americans in our)|

opinions and in the cordial support of our
free instibutions. :

For one desiring a country home there
are especial advantages worthy of de-
geription in detail. In outline only can
they be mentioned. The low rate of tax-
ation is specially worthy of note. The
city, county, school distriet, and all the
churches, like the State, are out of debt.
The present residents have no old munici-
pal debts to pay, nor interest. We are
only taxed asa city for the support of
our schools and local government. We
have the immediaste benefit of what we
pay for taxes. The Churches have fine
houses of worship. The school houses
are large and modern. They are paid
for. Then the city and county sare re-
markable for their good health. We are
oh a platean abous 400 fest above the
lakes; nearly on the top of the land that
divides Lake Erie from Lake Michigan.
The drainage is consequently ample.
The water supply is abundant. Driven
wells at 30 feet in the gravel afford inex-
haustable water. But at 60 to 70 feet
velow the surface a ten feet strata of hard
clay is driven through,and the water rising
from a clean grey gravel comes to within
10 or 15 feet of the surface, and is quite
cold and nearly soft. This lower water
is delightfolly pure and cannot be sur-
passed for excellence anywhere, the world
over.

The city is on the level prairie-valley of
the river of the same name, whichis a
tributary of the St. Joseph. It is border-
ed nporth, east and south by & gentle ele-
vation, which is crowned with farms,
orchards and groves. From the State
Public School bnildings on the north, to
Warner’s Hill on the south, and from
many cther points, one locks down upon
the whole city sc embowered in fruit and
ornantentsl trees that little else than the
roofs gnd spires can be seen. Ivhas often
been said that there is only one other eity
in Michigan»more atraclive than this,
and eventthat wants some of the most in-
teresting featurcs of this. The streets
afford some of the finest drivesin the
world. They are from four to six rods
wide, straight and level, erossing each
other at right angles, well graded and of
hard gravel. The mein or Ctieago
Sireet is 100 fect wide. and about four
miles in a straight line wheve it passes
through the city. The business biocks
lining this street are unusually compact,
uniform and exeellent in their frontage.

o 4 Ly vy E &, S
R e e 5

‘| Throughout the city the buildings are

53
Sley o -

(o8

Nearly every business building cn this
street has fne plale-glass fronts. Out-
side the business portion Chicago Street
is lined with large meples and elms, and
on each side, with ample grounds, are
many fise and expensive residences.

generally in excellent condition and the |
many green, close-shaven lawns contri-
bute to the attractions of the place.

For a desirable counfry-city home,
which combinos the advantages of low
taxation, excellent schools and churches,
good health and economical living, in the
midst of an intelligent and social people
of our own folks, commend us to Cold-
water. There is no country superior to
ours in all respects. And in this galaxy
of States in its intelligence, school system
and general character, Michigan stands
second to none. And in this State Cold-
water hag justly a most excellent stand-
ing, and we bespeak for it from friends
or strangers ‘a most generous considera-
Stion, L C. D. RANDALL, _
I Schools and Churches.

There have been in.the vpast many in-
fluences at work’'in our cominunity
. throngh which the 8piritual and intelléct-
unal life and thonght of Coldwater have
been quickened into a deeper vitality.
, The yisible expression of this may be
seen in our churches and schools. It is
 Tare that so many and successful efforts
' have been worked out in any commuinity
to enable the individual to" choose where
and how ‘he may worship without vio-:
'lence to his conscience. Thé following
denominations have from the early histo- '
ry of our connty been foremost 4in influ-
ence: Baptist (organized Dec. 31, 1834),
Catholie (1849), Episcopal (Feb.9, ‘1848%,
Luthersn' (1861), Methodist (June 19,
1832), Presbyterian (Sept. 80, 1857), and |
Wesleyany (1850). These all possess |
buildings situated at convenient points.
. The Free Methodists, the Assenmibly and a
corps of the Salvation Army are also
strongly represented here apd add to the
religions life and interest'o: the place. |

It is not alone through the State School
that Coldwater has a name in education-
‘al cireles; but the public schools have

} earned a reputation for thoroughnesé and

' in the State. One of the earliest build-
, ings used was built in 1847; this is still
standing and is used as a ward school
house. Of these there are thres besides
the central building in the first ward.
. With one exception no finer, more com-

i scholarship possessed by but few schools ]l
!
i
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\:,:; ‘ di leasantly situated buildings ffect, a1 5
8 or plea 1t is, in effect, a local option law. Under
A modion ) , , p
5 i could be desired than these. The most . . . . s
T | interesting features of the higp school :':. pr'c'); VISl(t’,nswthlgr r:e Publ,w L:;bx;;..r); odt‘
» are as follows: The school admits to the t she city ot Uoldwater was establishe
State University on pip}ogm, and hag _gl- ) . March 7, 1881. The tar then levied was
wfays 'Elad 3 good sfiand.m%'- , '..I‘h(:_gourseg ; one half mill on the dollar on the assessed
of instruction are classical, scientific and | s
" . . R valuation of the city. The amount de-
! engineering: Latiu and sclte:ntlﬁc_, and  rived from the tax wgs $2,140. Since the
) ‘English.  The following teachers give io- l.organization of the library the special
. struction in special- branchés in the high “library tax has been uniformly one-half
o {sehool: Prof. E. C. Williams, B.A.,Supt., (IOTAry tax - SO untlorin'y one-
'oon’l hist d chemistry: M. A. Breed +mil each year, which with fines received
: .%el,lA [1‘s e a.nG ¢ f?s& V,’l i08: M s: E | + from County Treasurer has kept.the re-
LP. e aém, ‘.'eeb,bll Eﬁ{lmEs" -lM . - gotirces. of thé Library Board, a little in:
ﬁLrleI{,ir Selrman, o_a:xgr a'z ;1.,?18':3 ; 0"5'. ' excess of $2,000 a yedr. Soon ‘after the’
‘Miss T I evens, malh., z00., A&Strou.; -Liibrary was establishéd; the books of the
‘Miss J. Edmonds, bookkeeping and phy- | . ey wen L
slology. Special efforts are being made | Ladies’ Library and the School Library
to introduce more courses of stuldty in were transferred to the Free Library
English throughont the entire school from Board. With these donations, togethor
S . . , together
e T )
1 he classical i p was enabled to report at theend:of the
d_ependeddlarge y on the classica kmstruc- first year 4,244 volumes' onthe Library
tion, the e:grn]:ama.f}otrll 18 tg mg o ;nor? shelves. - In.connection with the . Library
prominent the Fnglish work and yet no a Reading Room was established, where-
-depreciate the classical studies. - For this in was ‘placed a goo d represén Yation of
_purpose there has bee(’; mtgodt}c%d 11ntg the weekly and daily newspapers,together
81l courses reading and study of English with the'best of the monthly magazines
‘masterpieces, as well as additional rhet- | both literary and seientific y At the end
orical work. ‘The quality of work done of one yésr the number of persons hold-
by our p'lltp l}-B‘;Z- ste;(‘i‘g%;x:&rcl);r;ﬁ'i,naéngé ing tickets authorizing the drawing of
25 A resuit, forelgn puplls books from the Library was 1,12 ‘
_ . ks from the Library was 1,129. The
recognize the quality of work done here a‘;‘:ﬁggg _bo%lig@tign {0&5%13&;‘5&5;2%
: s s 1,208, E e o :
and to enjoy the advantages in increas- has aimed to briﬁné thbg;Lfﬁrafy»iﬁtdc‘wsé
ingly large numbers. The entire cost of relation ‘with the Public' Schodl. . To this
the schools.per year is $16,000. The to-. ‘end a reference departmént was_added,
tal. enrollment is about 1,200; foreign the -books of which gould be freély. con-
pupils 100. There is no need here to sulted ~at the Library rooms. In this
speak of the value of the _public school : department the aimi has béen to place
system to the State, or its relation to | standard authorities upen al'If,,s\igj}a’_’é'ﬁé‘
citizenship. The efficiency and thorough- ! likely:to interest scholars-or citizeéns. re--
ness of our public schools can in neé way ;| sorting thereto. The books, added from:
 be described in the briet spaceallowed us year.to year have been; for the most part,
here. -We will only say that its value in of the better clasd and of substantial char-’
this instance is -appreciated; for: our acter, and, m brief, it may be said that
schools are used as a.Normal~ school by “the ‘growth, development, and results’
many teachers who wish to-prepare them- .achieved by the Free Public- Librafy"
selves  for instruction in the: district “have, in the four years of its existence,.
schools of this and neighboring counties. | surpassed the  anticipations of its-esrl
Ooldwater Free Public Library. - promoters. THis, $0 somme extent, will be
~One of the institutions of Coldwater, sean bg :&3{@3&%ﬁpmf‘é&lza,ﬁ[i;vgtst?{t?;
A to which its citizens “point with pride,” onb ol tota circulation of the last year
o ’ th 8.y the L -
is the Free Public Library. This was the Vith previous years made by f’, fIflbr,M

first library in the State of Michigan or-
ganized under the free public library
law (Act 164, Sess. L. 1877.) The law'
provides for the establishment and main-
tenance of Free Public Libraries by gen-
eral taxation; the limits of which, it pre-
soribes, in oitles, villages and townships.
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- 1882, 20,450; 1883, 20,071; 1884, 18,838; 1885, 20,127 ?ﬁ
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“r ¢ NUMBER OF PATRONS OF THE READING ROOM: the intelligence of the people. It is,hence, 3
e 1882, 1,691; 1883, 2,564; 1884, 8,170; 1885, 3,608; an the daty of the State and of municipal
o average annfusﬂ Increase ‘%fh%z;”r s, 1.985. - and township governments to provide fa- &
! §ﬁ$§2§ gf%%rri%gieﬁr)éugdﬁ;nqéﬁst yeport, 193. f cilities for such educatior: as shall enabla I
’ The Board is especially-encouraged by all eitiz2ns to properly assume and hon- -
o the increaging interest” in the Library ex- orably discharge all the duties and obliga- i
N hibited by both teachers snd pupils of tions incident to citizenship in s free State.
T oe i - . . :
@ | Jime puliosohoots. In 1888 tho Library | | Oberision snd ey examinaton of ot |
(v Board purchased-a choice lot adjoining ! our children are withdrawn from the o
,l\ the Pnblic Squdre for the location ot a schools aft ino the ori a ®
A Library building, for it had at once be- 100'8 BULer passing the primary grades.
: i 1brary building, Thenceforward, each succeeding year in
: ; come obvious that to sustain anything i alg yes
- g . s ; . B the grammar school resalts in & continued
like the substantial results believed to be thinning of the ranks, till finally, the
possible from thé free library, adequate fourth gyear in the high school ﬁy;ldS al
room, adapted to the several purposes class comprising leds than ten per cent.
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contemplated, must be secured.” Siuch a
building, however, involved an outlay so
disproportionate to the rescurces of the
Board,that it was feared it must be years
before this hope could be realized. In
this emergency the Library Board were
surprised and delighted by the generous
proposal of

MR EDWIN R CLARKE,

one of Coldwater’'s most honored and
successful business men, to build and do-
nate to the Library Board a building in
every way adequate for the purpose,even
after many more years of sucecessful
growth. Mr. Clarke at once commenced
work and already has the foundations of

| the-building completed. The building is

large, sufticiently ornamental in design,
and wholly adequate in its place for the
varied wants of the Library. Its material
is of stone, brick and iron, with & tile
roof, and is designed to be very nearly
fireproof. It comprises a large reading-
room, two distinct rooms for reference
works and private study,a delivery room,

.| librarian’s room, and ample shelving for

30,000 volumes. Oa the second fluor is
a lecture room with a seating capacity

1 for 250, tor instruction in classes.

By the willof the late Henry C. Lewis the
Library Board also became legates to his
fine library of about 3,000 volumes. The
colledtion of Mr. Lewis embraces many
rare and choice editions and is peculiarly
rich in works of art. When received it
will evidence Mr. Lewis’s high apprecia-
tion of the Free Public Library, and while
it shall serve to keep his own memory
green in the hearts of the people of Cold-
water, it will also be of almost priceless
value to the patrons of the Library.

The principle upon which the free Li-

tion, is jastified, is derived from certain
existing facts found in the practical work-
ing of our educational system. It i3 an
admitted proposition in social economy

that the safety of the State depends upon

‘rjght of the children, compelled by ecir-

{own State. Few classes of men can bet-

e e nen

brary,established and maintained by taza- | ]
home from that time until his death in

L. of the original primary entries. It is the
' qumstances to withdraw from theschools,
“to yet have adequate facilities for educa-
=tion placed within their reach. State and
‘municipal governments must meet this
idemand. There is mutuality in the rela-
{tion. The State demands good citizens.
' It must supply the requisites of good citi-
.zenship, which can come only from intel-
ligence derived from education. This sup-
‘plemental educational means is found in
-the free public Library,which alone brings
the poassibilities of higher educastion with-
\in the reach of all. F. E. MORGAN.

The Lewis Art Gallery.

.| In the growth of our commonwealth
|j our various cities become special organs
J 1n the body politic with special functions
'| in the unified-life of the one body. Some
| oities become to the State specialized
organs of production, and traflic, others
| of education, or of reform, or of care and

| healing, or of spiritual life and art.
| There has originated in Coldwater a col.
if lection of paintings and sculpture un-
lequaled as. & ‘whole in number, variety
it and value . by any other collection in
'I'Michigan, making the city in one of its

spécialties an organ to the State of that

'| spiritual life which manifests 1tself and

works through the forms of art. Ever
citizen should realize the value ot the
gpiritual resources and agencies of his

ter appreciate these agencies than our
editors, and none can proclaim and com-
méend them more widely.,

The Lewis Art Gallery in its origin and
growth is the work of a single oitizen of
Coldwater, Mr. Henry Clay Lewis, who
came to the city in 1844, and made it his

1884, Duriag the last fifteen years of his
life he devoted his time and money large-
ly to bringing together, in this compara-

"] tively new city of the we
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‘Mrs. Lew:s willing sid glad fo. open her

L

w‘mgas of the greaﬁ artists:

‘hronze ‘and |
g mosaics and engravings.” As 4 clear |
d exand a servwe;xble accounb of the col-1

L Fcole Publigue de | Ftat de Michgan.

statuary irom the older east of our.own :
country .and from- the still older east of
Eurgpe, with the fine frmtage of  cnlture
which'. -¢nly;.~ centuries of . Chris-
tian civilization can- give. ' No ordinary
rasidence was large’ ‘enough to contain:
the works which rapidily accumulated,
and the -separate building was ‘erected.
which now forms the:Gallery. Nesrly:
the entire collection’is now to be seen m[
the Gallery, though a few ofthe finer;
paintings and the marbles, together with
many. very interesting articles of value,
are in therooms of Mrs. Lewis's residence
with which the building is connected.
The (za,llery is open to the public freely
every Saturday, and persons specially i in-,
terested “in works of art will always find

ﬁouse to them for a wew of the works it
eontamp
8 is generally known, the collecuon
isented . by. Mr. Lewis before hlB
lie University at Ann Arbor, ti
m Coldwater, however, a
 of Mrs. Lewig: -« - Un

nfire collectlon“‘ a3 catalogued
723 works. * These " consist of!

,b.m' paintings: in water-color,
168, busts~ and figures in marble,
rra-cott.a and - alabaster, !

classlﬁcatlon, we

lestion- require ‘801

'Bmeﬂy speak of -cerain classes of workg

c‘onta‘.ihed in’ the_pollectlon With partlcular
mention of 'thé;mote notéworthy pxeees
*_ OIL PAINTINGS: '

..The _paintings’ in. oil number from_ the [
e b61,. generelly on canva.s, i
oW are on porcelam and other

1es - Mr..Lewid sotght,
ive gome ' idea of their worke v ha.w
bofnesf of them. pa.mted rby the most skill-:
itall copyists and artists of ~ Europ

dse. copies thers_ |
oxipt 'als ‘of 16 of h
b

1earhest name: represented is thatof ¢

mple-minded: and:saintly: Fra Angehco,
Npos 205 and 206, WelLk oy a;names:
lafie part of:the’

Tman,an_ﬂ_ ndre

to. Kaphael 1srepresented by eight copies,!
among thet; The Transfiguration, No. 7.
hig portrai himself;” No.. 81, and: the
loyely - . M: .. della Sedia, No. 211.]
From Corregg:o, Nos. 9, 46, 58, 95 a,ndj
100, are_ mteresbmg copies.  Titian . is
represented in seven ‘eopies. of his works,
'No. 45 being his owh "portrait and No.
‘51 that of his' daughtef:-'No. iy ‘the
‘-‘ane example from ‘Andres- del:Sarto.

GuLdo Reni Rubens, Van Dyk m
and’V, asguez, Nos. 4 and 87 are copies
| of Tintorettt's “Resurrectxon,’f’ and the'
«Marfisge i Cana.” Nos.-82, 53 a,nd 99
Gaido Reti's: ‘portrait; his “Cruexﬁxion "
;and ¢*8t.. 'Michael .and the -~ Pragon.”

i Clauds ‘Lorraine, Salvator Rosg,’ Oa.no;,

Dolce, Kémbrandt,and Murillo are iames
; i from the 17¢h’ century. ' Nos. 12 and 0
; ave very fine larize copxes of two diffs i
originals of “The Conceptlon"
“lo. - Mst of ‘thede Copies arg gi
. pointmg in many respécts, botl
.who have .imagined: what “the; ‘
- are.and to those who have seen fliem;
" they are still of much interest

for the study of the art of he,

the time. : -
Portrdits; — A hotable” Tebture of thiel

paintings of thé collection:"is- the large

nuinber of: portraits, -many of:them of

‘distinguished personages and of historjc
‘a8 well as artistis valy here. are in all

105 portraits in-oil. 1uinber are copies
iof ‘the.portraits of the groat painters 4l-

ready referred to, which were pamted by

theigselves, as- those of Raphael, Guido,.

ITitian; Correggio, Vandyke, Rembrandt,

'and. Michael Angelo. -Qihers-are, omgmal

portra 8. of ‘Presidents: Washington,No..

286, Jefforson 288, Midison 334, Monroce
274, Adams 300, Lincoln"867; other pub-
|lic' men of 6ur own country, Franklin, No.

1445, Webater, Nos. 385,846 Everett375, Fre-

i mont-276, Presgctt‘the historian;- 819.In-

téresting portraits bf forengn personages’

;.a¥e those of Crom 305, .Hume: 314,,
tMacaulay 430, the: Duke of. Welhngton
b d Char]es Dickens’ 266 ‘Women ¢f

| mote‘are represented.

and- Fauuy “Rern ;48421

}\Greenwood ‘289, ¢
IFme ‘portraits of M
Nos, :552:and 566 the”. former. presented
. to Mr,, Lewis by t tizens.of Coldw

“th la.tﬁer painted in Lialy by,Prof

se in the: world; this collection of

y ‘Mrs. - Browniing!
. {333 ‘Charlotte: Cushman ‘524 302; Grace

nd Mrs: Lowis.are,

previous: fo 1880.—Like -every-|

i

T e e e e s
N

Mr. Lowis was: egrozth and & moder-|

RN L N

eis,Corr 'glo,

R

y the ci i
2 Pamtmgs of Modern Amsts i
N
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eIul Stuay Ol 1L (isCloses certain
d. marks of this. growth. The
ded during the last four years ot.
5’8 life hiave a character of their
. own, and . we shall speak of them as. a
distinct portion.. All of ‘fhe . copies from
‘the old-muasters. and -the :portraits; already
spoken of geparately; were gathered pre-
vious fo 1880.” ‘We group :the remaining.
paintibgs added- previous to this year to-
gether, - distinguishing them from the:

'} Iater additions;"and- désignating them s
‘| above. I DT

The numberof theseis 393. - They rep-

| resent ideas from : old: mythologies: and

religion, scenes:and events_.from: all
periods of human- history;! illustrating

{ war and peace,love and hate,ambition and:
| pride, and courage and self:sacrifice as

well as envy and.jealousy and selfish cun-

| ning;” there are portrayals. of youthful

lové #ind domestic affection, of lifé in city
and country, of the almost- humsan guali-
ties of .the. brute creatures in their asso~:
ciation-with man; nature, too, in varied’
land and marine views is: depicted in
these paintingg. In ‘the .first or. south
_rooim, to the right. on entering, are two-
noblé allegorical repressntations of Peace
and -Justice; after Castignolia, Nos. 668;:
669; Joseph in Egypt; No. 565, recalls .
. the Biblical storyand - i8' a strong .por-
 trayal of the Egyptian:type of men and:
iiture; . Nos.-593-and 610 are strik-<

76. :In the Becond or east Tooim |
g the/paintings' with the - largest
~ Three of these ‘of -nearly equal }
fa’an Emigrant Train Attacked: by
‘on the Plaing,by Charles Wimar, |
éd:in the Dusseldorf Academy, the:
fi '6f ' Wolf by Benjamin West, and-
Queen - of Scots: accusing ‘Jobn
“of Treasson:: ‘In -large  life-siza-
449 - vepresents. the: Sleep=:
"and the - Princ Y118
Day-Dream.” - The
astlez-by Moonlight;. : one: " of

dt'awworks, is a stualler but:a very-
ive pidture. But perhaps the two!
nd-'most- interesting paintings in

. Bastinad Johnsen showing Lincoln
'in’ his  ‘Boyhood . intently poring overia|
L book - by the light of & rude fire-place..

m aré Nos. 618 and 550, the form- |
ing Galileo and Milton together .
ning:scene looking out into the -
vens with ‘Galileo's telescope, the-lat--

D PPT- -G
e
Pt S

In the third or west room are many ir-
teresting and finely executed. paintings of
| the earlier. gathered portion, especislly
i among those of smaller size.. Indéed,
}’some of those of finest conception and

{ nature are the Valley and Lake of Peni-
' gewasset in the White Mountains, the;

f “Tropieal Lake and Island by Jerome,and

| A Shepherdess with her Sheep in the Ap-
penines, No. 568, by Prof. Marko. A
large and most beautiful work in this:
earlier portion is No, 628, in the house of
Mrs. ‘Lewis; 1t is -a most impressive and
 inspiring representation of Faith by Cas-
tigniola, and seems a combination'in-a
: female figure of medieval saintliness with
the hghest type of modern naturalness.
| and spiritnality in the religious 1fie.- " -
Later Additions.—The paintings men-
tioned in" the-snpplementary Catalogue
hare thelatest and choicest portien: of Mr.
Lewie’s | colledtion of paintings. * T hese
by he work - of ‘artists’ of our. own
. century, manyof theng gtill living and fore-
- 0ost in the field of ‘modern art. They are
 all indeed, without exception, men of Ea-.
{ ropean birth, who have lived and wrought

in the great & 5 of Paris,. Rome,
i Florence, M Yienns, and Brussels.
\l Thetow - 10T, Y ] %

i

T ‘thelo; however, aré vater-col-
or and:are copies. - These works well-il-
lustrate the thought, the feeling, the con-
tents and tendencies of modern. lite, its
Sympathies, its"sabjects, its ideals, and
el 0o, the Style, the-nefhiod, the tech-
ique.of Iatest modern art. e
-Ore’of the Yery best'of thess baintings’
both as regards its idea,.the sentiment it

{ngpites, and the. exeoution itself, s the

e P R

1| execution are apt to be quite overlooked :.
1| because they are small. No. 426, for ex- .
| ample,is a lovely little picture of a ““Sun- .
L ny Afternoon.”” Other larger scenésin

5

Sy

,_

firgt-one in the supplementary catalogue
‘NDI°674, and:Which now hangs iﬁiﬁﬁé‘géit:

, fftihg-_room of Mrs; Lewis, 1t 1s by Bou-

ereau of Paris
Y n v

‘by Rougeron,

L+ oongratn ‘Grandfather,”

by -Salentin; No. 710, are -paintings in

which - children and home life are the

themes. -'A:masterly p&)‘rtraval of intense’
. ;- aste: Bo Dt
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2 ‘Soutn room..- A similar-excellent piece ig

Y, «The Flock of Shéepiii-a Snow Storm,”’ |

%
\.:{ by Schenck, No. 704, in the west room.
Ng::682, by Van Marcke, and- 706, by De’ :
Ha

%ﬁh great paifiters-of cattle,should |
be stidied in this connection, along aldg’
with' No:722, "the coinbined work of Vin
Marcke and Diaz, the: latter painting the
landscdpg, and the.former the; -cattle: No.
707 i8's Meisdonier,  the <Lineh on tHe"
Roddside,?. exhxbmn_ 1t famous pamt;-
er's reifiarkable truthfulness to nature,
with 4 fine idealism pervading it and his
erfect“ # of-finish. “The others of these i
ater additions have each some special |
extelleni¢s and interest,making them valu- |
able and worthy of particular study. The
last one meéntioned in the supplement, No. |
798, has 4 high’ historic value, it being a'
very-yealistic paiiiting -of - thée- memora.ble‘
confe"rencem which Lee surrendered to'
Geni Grant.’-The artist i8. L. M."D. Guil--
laume, of Patis. He wis at Appomiattox
‘Court HousezAt the. tlme of the surrender,,
made a sketch of the rdom and ‘ife fiir- ;
nithre, and had sittings- of ‘hoth -Grant |,
and Lee for-the painting. Gen. Sheridsh, }
Col. Badeau, and others present are rep-_ ‘

resented
%] STATUARY. S
nder - statuary W ¢ ma.y
all® %he s8tatnes, iand -other

figiires of the collettion that are: chweled,‘:

carved, cast and molded of various ma--

tarial. There ‘are 112 pieces of this na-~

tare catalogued, some of them of fifoat

delicate and ﬁlaborate ‘workmanship. : .. [
,. ; :

Moy 1] ‘erotis and conspxc
o{%s i e statueszand other ﬁgures~m :
mbrble:” :Qur examination shows. ‘these !

to.number 58, though it may not be |
Most. of“these are the.work of.
Italian sculptors. “In ‘app) iz i
Gallery fivé large hfe-slze ‘staties omped- |
sstals outside along the front wall are the
ﬁg%bohjaqtg to-attrach the attention: Theee .
afe ‘all ‘the work of Pefer Bizzanti, o

Rome, and beginning. from the west dre
Plato, Diang, a- Fairy Drinking from: a.
MOrhitiy” Glory, the “Goddess of Liberty

withi the American Eagle, and Leonardo ;
Da’ Vinei, numbered in the catalogue |'
641, 642, 643, 644 and 665 respectively,
;Within, in ‘the first room of the Gallery, |
.are ‘two large pieces, each consisting of |
.a groups of three figures wrought from'a ||
isingle block of marble. The one repre- !
‘gents Columbus _making his request to J;
Isabella, Queen of Spain; the other the |!
.Discovery of America. They are the |
gork of L. P. Mead, an American or ;‘

o
>

10 . "For exqm g
-dhere id: nothing Pprobably |

e (@)

. |
S e Eaal:
~eqif&¥to thenovvery large group of The
. Three Graces, made after an original by
 Canova. If is No. 650, now in the parior
,of Mis.. Lewxs One Vcould scarcely be-
Brble “‘capable+:of ‘erakodying in
T it h splnbual conaep-
Beaumful too; is'the Ariadne, No.
These three are all by Romannelli.

énons'
1667,
\A Mmoss: Aremarkably delicate piece “of

.w"brk 8" No. 245, the Veiled Statue of’
Rebecen. In ‘the house are two small
but fine copies.of the. Lions of Canova in
the Vatican. No. 168 is & marble bust
of Washington by Randolph: ‘Rogers; No.
171 a copy of the famous Belvidere-
Apollo. There are three interesting an-
tique busts in'Nos. 163, 174 and 263.
Bronzes.:—There are. 8o 4-works of
various kifids'in~bronze.  Several -of the|
largest of these are without in the grounds
of the residence, as the two-dogs, Nos.
496, 497, one on each side of the walk
Afrom the street to 'the . house, - the
‘two Tions’ ‘of Lucerne, Nos. - 504, 505,
:on either. side of . the 'steps leading
up to. the piazza, and the - large.
ﬁgure of an Indisn: and ‘dog wpon the-
grounds to the east.” Withint the Gallery,
the most promment piece: in.bronze and
1 ting by reason of its |
national referenc is the Lincoln Group,
it he,- emanecipation |
from:'slavery through

; eqiestrian statuettes,f
cing with much fidelity and spmt

ge works of * thig-clags i
ample, No. 164, of Charles‘ ~I.z of
areus Aurelius the’

Taming Biie Ey tte
axifiNo. 485; the:Black Prix FEnglan

No one can pass without noticing No
487 and smiling over the ludicrous pre-
dicamént.of they Boy" wi : Rooster.
mainder: ot-thé-Wer

Of ‘the remeaining wor:
"»ihc,uded amon

iof N"ﬁ 159160, 161 8r a.nthue
niedallioris of +Christ and rof \M !
bronzs snfl ather meghli’ Nos:
are four alaib&ster vases,

‘Bmohg them Shakespetts

ootta,
‘nyson; Humboldt and Newton
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g\‘/ fIn:-thﬁs—aﬁtémpting to give both a general necessary first of ail for the citizens of the |
?E.; \and somewhat - particular account of the State to-appreciate what Mr. Lewis- has
T Lewis Art'Collection, many works of in-1 tdone for Coldiwater and what Coldwater
) terest must be left unmentioned. We | is enabled thiereby to do for the entire
trust, however, - that -what. has been eofimonwesalth. This knowledge_is' the n
; written will be of  sorie slight service at cofdition; £00;:of its becoming uséfal as j’
N | ;least'to our visit Tl B 8 meéans of: culture tor the higher life’of s

“the collection is .our people. _H. P. CoLuv. | X

rYE ~ [general knowledge"
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